
FAST GUIDE #6

EXCEPTION FOR
EDUCATIONAL PURPOSES

The exception covers educational purposes only.
The teaching context excludes entertainment: the goal 
must be training.

CONTEXT

The «use of a work» may include various forms 
of dissemination: viewing, listening, reading, 
singing, copying and distributing copies, etc. 
Permitted uses are defined by Prolitteris Common 
Tariff 7 and  summarized in the table below [2].
When sharing content in print (photocopies) or 
electronic form (e.g., Moodle platform with restricted 
access), it is strongly recommended to add the note 
«reproduction prohibited». 

DISSEMINATION

WHAT ABOUT THE LAW?

This exception is not free of charge.
For this exception a fee is due to Prolitteris LDA 20.2 [3]

(Common Tariff 7): it is a fixed amount paid by EPFL.

COSTS
Work types* Copy Distribute

Books and other
textual works

Journal articles, essays

Paintings, photographs, 
graphics, sketches and 
other fine art works

Radio or TV programs

Musical scores

Music from CDs or
movies from DVDs

Works unavailable on the 
market (print and online) 
and in the public domain

Extracts
Entirety

There is no such rule as «10 pages», «2 chapters» or 
«10% of the work».
The extract must be fair, meaning it must not be 
detrimental to the exploitation of the work. It must not 
replace a purchase nor be a substitute for the work.

WHAT IS AN EXTRACT?

Check out the
Rational Bibliographic:
the guide for writing
bibliographic references
to reuse and cite your sources

EPFL LIBRARY

SCIENTIFIC 
PUBLISHING

*according to Prolitteris’
Common Tariff 7

Swiss law allows teachers and students to use 
copyrighted works for educational purposes (but 
this «exception for educational purposes» is less 
permissive than the «exception for private use») [1].

The exception only applies between teacher and 
students.
The definition of class is broad and includes all levels of 
education, up to continuous and advanced education. 
The class can take place physically or via a platform 
provided by the academic institution (e.g., Moodle) with 
controlled access (for class members only). MOOCs and 
conferences are not covered by the educational 
exception.

AUDIENCE

MOODLE
MOOC
CONFERENCE✓ THE EXCEPTION ALLOWS TO…

LDA, Loi sur le droit d’auteur; MOOC, Massive open online course.
[1] The Federal Assembly of the Swiss Confederation, Federal Act on Copyright and Related Rights, 9/10/1992, Art. 19.1
ProLitteris, Team Legal et Team Collect, Tarif Commun 7: Utilisations dans les écoles, Prolitteris, 1/1/2022
[2] The Federal Assembly of the Swiss Confederation, Federal Act on Copyright and Related Rights, 9/10/1992, Art. 20.2

go.epfl.ch/OpenAccess publishsupport@epfl.ch

F
a

s
t G

u
id

e
s

: S
c

ie
n

tific
 P

u
b

lis
h

in
g

©
 2

0
2

4
 b

y E
P

F
L

 L
ib

ra
ry

is
 lic

e
n

s
e

d
 u

n
d

e
r C

C
 B

Y
 4

.0
. B

a
s

e
d

o
n

 F
a

s
t G

u
id

e
 #

5
 -

E
xc

e
p

tio
n

 fo
r E

d
u

c
a

tio
n

a
l P

u
rp

o
s

e
s

Abbreviations:
Credits and sources:

https://prolitteris.ch/wp_update2020/wp-content/uploads/notice_d_information_ecoles_TC_7_2022.pdf
https://www.epfl.ch/campus/library/training/guides-tutorials/
https://www.epfl.ch/campus/library/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/Bibliotheque_EPFL_Guide_Rational_Bibliographic.pdf
https://www.fedlex.admin.ch/eli/cc/1993/1798_1798_1798/en#art_19
https://prolitteris.ch/wp_update2020/wp-content/uploads/notice_d_information_ecoles_TC_7_2022.pdf
https://www.fedlex.admin.ch/eli/cc/1993/1798_1798_1798/en#art_20
https://go.epfl.ch/OpenAccess
mailto:publishsupport@epfl.ch
https://infoscience.epfl.ch/handle/20.500.14299/242314
https://www.epfl.ch/campus/library/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/?ref=chooser-v1
https://infoscience.epfl.ch/handle/20.500.14299/173018

