
Creative Commons (CC) licenses are pre-
formulated basic licenses for works protected 
by copyright. They can be used for texts, 
photographs, images, films, drawings, music, 
etc. For computer programs best use free and 
open source software licenses. [1]

OA publishing and copyright laws are not 
contradictory! A common approach to OA 
publishing is for researchers to grant licenses 
instead of transferring any rights: this way, they 
ensure that their work can be accessed and 
used worldwide. In OA publishing, CC licenses 
are the most frequently used. [2]

If you want to give others the right to use, share (i.e., copy and 
distribute in any medium or format) and even modify (i.e., 
remix, adapt and build upon) a work you have created, 
consider publishing it under a CC license [3]. This way, you
decide which rights you want to retain, and how others are 
allowed to use your work without asking your permission in 
advance. CC licenses are irrevocable.

FAST GUIDE #3

CREATIVE COMMONS LICENSES

DEFINITION WHY CC LICENSES?

In the spirit of open science, EPFL Library recommends 
using CC licenses, whenever possible, for all

publications (articles, books and book chapters),
images, master and PhD theses, etc.

Choosing the CC BY is strongly encouraged.
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Share and modify your work, even for commercial 
purposes

Share and modify your work, even for commercial 
purposes, but they must use the same license 
for the modified work [Share Alike]

Share and modify your work, but for 
noncommercial purposes only
[Non Commercial]

Share and modify your work, but for 
noncommercial purposes only, and they must 
use the same license for the modified work

Share your work, even for commercial purposes, 
but they cannot modify it [NoDerivatives]

Share your work, but for noncommercial 
purposes only, and they cannot modify it

Share Modify
Commercial

use
Change
License

HOW TO CHOOSE?

Define the rights you want to give and apply one of the licenses below. Check here how to mark your work with a CC 
license [4]. With all CC licenses (except for CC0), anyone reusing your work must always give credit to you (the 
creator). CC0 (Public Domain) instead enables reusers to share and modify the material with no conditions, 
not even attribution.

With this
license... ...reusers can:

NC, Non Commercial; ND, NoDerivatives; OA, Open Access; SA, Share Alike.
[1] Competence Center in Digital Law, Creative Commons Licences [accessed: November 2024]
[2] Swiss National Science Foundation, Copyright and licences [accessed: November 2024]
[3] Creative Commons, About CC licenses [accessed: November 2024]
[4] CC Wiki, Marking your work with a CC license, 25/02/2019 [accessed: November 2024]
[5] Inspired by Fabrique REL, Les licences Creative Commons,  [accessed: November 2024], CC BY

[5]

CC licenses are not patents: licenses protect the published work (article, book, etc.), not the idea or invention

go.epfl.ch/OpenAccess publishsupport@epfl.ch
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Abbreviations:
Credits and sources:

https://creativecommons.org/share-your-work/cclicenses/
https://chooser-beta.creativecommons.org/
https://www.ccdigitallaw.ch/5b1-creative-commons-licences/
https://oa100.snf.ch/en/context/open-access/copyright-and-licences/
https://creativecommons.org/share-your-work/cclicenses/
https://wiki.creativecommons.org/wiki/Marking_your_work_with_a_CC_license
https://fabriquerel.org/licences/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://go.epfl.ch/OpenAccess
mailto:publishsupport@epfl.ch
https://infoscience.epfl.ch/handle/20.500.14299/242314
https://www.epfl.ch/campus/library/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/?ref=chooser-v1
https://infoscience.epfl.ch/handle/20.500.14299/173018

