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Open-access literature is digital, online, free of charge, and free 
of most copyright and licensing restrictions. OA removes price 
barriers (subscriptions, licensing fees, pay-per-view fees) and 
permission barriers (most copyright and licensing restrictions).1

1 Peter SUBER, 2012. Open Access, The MIT Press Essential Knowledge series

https://mitpress.mit.edu/books/open-access
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Access

Free and complete in a 
repository, in general after 

an embargo period

Gold Road
Open Access 

Journals
Article Processing 

Charges - APC

Subscription 
fee to journal

Green Road

Closed-access
Journals

Researcher

Immediate, free and complete 
on the journal’s website

Immediate, free and complete 
on the journal’s website

Hybrid 
Road Closed-access

Journals
Article Processing 

Charges - APC

Subscription 
fee to journal

Open Access 
Journals

No Article Processing 
Charges - APC

Diamond Road Immediate, free and complete 
on the journal’s website

!
Double Dipping



Open Access costs 4

Journals not included in transformative 

agreements

 Traditional journals

> No cost

> Green OA (according to publishers’ policies)

 Hybrid journals

> APC if the Gold OA option is selected

> Green OA (according to publishers’ policies)

 Full Gold OA journals

> APC

 Diamond OA journals

> No cost
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Journals included in national 

“transformative” agreements

 Hybrid journals

 Full Gold OA journals

> APC costs are covered at the national 

level by library consortia. Invoices and 

adminstration is not managed by 

researchers.
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 Exploit the Gold OA model for own profit (expensive APC)

 Poor quality (no peer-review)

 Poor editorial and publishing services

 Questionable practices (phishing, fake ISSN, websites that mimic those of legitimate publishers, etc.)

 Lack of transparency (contact information difficult to retrieve or absent, APC price missing, etc.)

Check if the publisher/journal is listed in reliable databases or associations’ websites

• Directory of Open Access Journals (DOAJ)

• Committee of Publication Ethics (COPE)

• Open Access Scholarly Publishers’ Association (OASPA) 

• ISSN Portal (https://portal.issn.org/) 

Tools to assess the quality in OA journals or OA publishers:

• Think, Check, Submit (https://thinkchecksubmit.org/)

• Quality Open Access Marker (QOAM)

• Compass to Publish – Liège Université Library (https://app.lib.uliege.be/compass-to-publish/) 

. 

https://portal.issn.org/
https://thinkchecksubmit.org/
https://app.lib.uliege.be/compass-to-publish/
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 Specific agreements with publishers* EPFL Open Access fund

Partial reimbursement (2/3) of the APC 

for full Gold OA (not hybrid)

publications under certain conditions 

(up to 2500.-)

Details and conditions:

go.epfl.ch/OA_support

publishsupport@epfl.ch

*For some publishers, specific conditions apply 

(limited title list; quota established at a national 

level; prepaid deposit account; …)

EPFL Open Access financial support
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go.epfl.ch/OA_support
mailto:publishsupport@epfl.ch


Compliance with Open Access requirements 7

E
N

A
C

 O
p
e
n
 S

c
ie

n
c
e
 S

u
m

m
e
r 

S
c
h
o
o
l,
 2

7
.0

6
.2

0
2

2

M
. 
V

e
la

s
c
o

EPFL

with max embargo of 6 months

SNSF

with max embargo of 6 months

EU / Horizon 2020: 

with max embargo of 6 months

EU / Horizon Europe (2021-27)

no embargo admitted

Pure Gold & Diamond Open AccessGreen Open Access Hybrid Gold Open Access

EPFL

Fees eligible for (partial) reimbursement

SNSF

Fees eligible for reimbursement*

EU / Horizon 2020: 

Fees eligible for reimbursement**

EU / Horizon Europe (2021-27)

Fees eligible for reimbursement**

EPFL

Fees not eligible for reimbursement

SNSF

Fees not eligible for reimbursement

EU / Horizon 2020: 

Fees not eligible for reimbursement*

EU / Horizon Europe (2021-27)

Fees not eligible for reimbursement

*Independent of running grants
** Costs eligible within the grant

* Hybrid OA fees are eligible only for 
ERC grants in Horizon 2020
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EPFL
 https://www.epfl.ch/about/overview/wp-

content/uploads/2019/09/LEX-3.5.1_EN.pdf

 https://www.epfl.ch/campus/library/wp-

content/uploads/2020/11/EPFL_AuthorAmendment_20201116.pdf

 https://www.epfl.ch/about/overview/wp-

content/uploads/2019/09/Instructions_Author_Amendment_EN.pdfE
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Funders
 SNSF : https://oa100.snf.ch/en/home-en/

 EU / Horizon 2020 : 

https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/docs/h2020-funding-

guide/cross-cutting-issues/open-access-dissemination_en.htm

 EU / Horizon Europe : https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-

tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/guidance/programme-

guide_horizon_en.pdf

https://www.epfl.ch/about/overview/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/LEX-3.5.1_EN.pdf
https://www.epfl.ch/campus/library/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/EPFL_AuthorAmendment_20201116.pdf
https://www.epfl.ch/about/overview/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/Instructions_Author_Amendment_EN.pdf
https://oa100.snf.ch/en/home-en/
https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/docs/h2020-funding-guide/cross-cutting-issues/open-access-dissemination_en.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/guidance/programme-guide_horizon_en.pdf
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CC0 : Public Domain

CC BY : Attribution

CC BY SA : Share Alike

CC BY ND : No Derivative

CC BY NC : Non-Commercial

CC BY NC SA : Non-Commercial + Share Alike

CC BY NC ND : Non-Commercial + No Derivative

More restrictive
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6 Publishing Support Fast Guides

https://infoscience.epfl.ch/record/281419

Coffee Lectures

https://youtu.be/4m6wzOlQ6fg (Creative Commons Licenses)

https://youtu.be/Lg-9KZrWOng (Green OA)

https://youtu.be/Z-amSNYvwgE (Predatory publishers)

Library website

https://www.epfl.ch/campus/library/services-

researchers/open-access/

go.epfl.ch/OA_support

Library Training offer (Smart Publishing)

https://www.epfl.ch/campus/library/training/

https://infoscience.epfl.ch/record/281419
https://youtu.be/4m6wzOlQ6fg
https://youtu.be/Lg-9KZrWOng
https://youtu.be/Z-amSNYvwgE
https://www.epfl.ch/campus/library/services-researchers/open-access/
https://www.epfl.ch/campus/library/training/


Thank you! 11

Contact

 Manon Velasco

manon.velasco@epfl.ch

 Publishing Support Library team

publishsupport@epfl.ch

Thanks to

Lorenza Salvatori

lorenza.salvatori@epfl.ch

Vincenzo Palatella

vincenzo.palatella@epfl.ch
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