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INTRODUCTION

This work began out of the need to delve more deeply into ideas and
projects that have always fascinated me. It is a first attempt to make
connections between different ideas which I believe, from a very
personal point of view, can produce an exciting whole. Itis nota
fully completed work, but I hope that it can serve as a basis for further
exploration and development.

I have organized this visual and textual essay in four parts: the ideal,
the machine, the festive and the real. The four parts correspond
respectively to the quest for an underlying principle, the achitecture,
the content and the site. Every part will be discussed as a voyage,
divided in four chapters, each one introducing a set of ideas.

Each chapter is autonomous, but part of a whole, as the island is part of
an archipelago. It can be seen as a small story, as well as a part that exists
only because of its relation and its difference to the other ones. Hence,
the importance of “the other” will have an essential role in all chapters.

These four voyages will lead us to a fictional conclusion, the Festive
Machine, that will introduce some ideas, to be further elaborated in
the second semester.

Like the avant-garde that sailed from Marseille to Athens and through
the Aegean islands in 1933, we will make four voyages that will take
us from rationalism to surrationalism to see how we arrived from a
cathartic festivity to a conformist ritual.
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“There 1s the paradox: how to become modern and to return to sources; how

to revive an old, dormant civilization and take part in universal civilization.”

1

Paul Ricoeur, History and Truth
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