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1| Significance

The second part of the sacred | death | architecture zs conceived as the iconographic exploration
and the parallel track of developing the leading thought. Following the sequences of images,
ancestors and inspirations, the reader is invited to have a closer look into the theory of the
sacred and its practical application. Through this personal “‘pilgrimage” 1 was able to take the
opportunity to understand the problems and build up a certain distance towards the subject.

The goal of this visual essay is to provide an almost self-explanatory collection that gives a
more profound meaning and an insight to the first part of my work. It is not a representation
of a written text, but it rather accompanies and illustrates the entire analysis. The iconography
aims to embody the whole, to grasp the way of thinking and support the investigation. Together
with the first part it creates a unity, although it conld almost explain the problem and lay the

theoretical foundation as a separate research.

Despite the title of this work, it does not include only the architectural examples. I would like to
look for the transcendence and interdisciplinarity that crosses the painting, sculpture, architecture
and photography. This album is a careful selection that grew gradually and followed the whole
analysis. The entire collection works not only as a theoretical illustration, but for me it has an
important educational and inspirational value. 1t provides a rich base of direct and metaphorical
references. Some of the examples are not related to the architecture at all, but nevertheless help to
establish the principle that I looked for. The variety of works and different backgrounds enabled
the indispensable freedom that accompanied my interpretation.

The successively evolving series begins with the carved writing on the Sanctuary of Monte
Sant’ Angelo, which by some means gives a very expression of symbolic signification of a sacred
space. Followed by different kinds of interpretations of the sacred, the essay continnes through
meaningful and realized architectural objects to reach their relation to religion, death, silence and
afterlife. Furthermore, the sequence relates to the questions of typologies, their urban settlement
and social impact. More pragmatic and realized examples are enriched by other more ephemeral
ones, showing atmospheres, ceremonies and rituals. As in the closing image, The Black Circle
by Kazimir Malevich, the selection itself works for me as an icon and aesthetic direction in a

search for clarity.

Every element of the visnal essay is associated with the one that precedes it, as well as with the
other that follows. They are titled with only one word that is the essential expression of chosen
image, sometimes not necessarily related to what is visible at the first glance. After having read
the first, more analytic part, the reader is invited to take the visual journey. It is a valuable and

broad summary that expands and concludes the work of the sacred | death | architecture.
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2| Iconographic essay
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“The world is full of signs and information, which stand for things that no one fully understands because they, too,

turn ont to be mere signs for other things. Yet the real thing remains hidden. No one never gets to see it”.

[P. Zumthor, “Thinking architecture”, Basel, Birkhduser, 2000, p. 16.]
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