Brillouin dynamic gratings in optical fibres
for distributed sensing and advanced optical signal
processing

THESE N° 6768 (2015)

PRESENTEE LE 16 OCTOBRE 2015
A LA FACULTE DES SCIENCES ET TECHNIQUES DE L'INGENIEUR
GROUPE SCI STILT
PROGRAMME DOCTORAL EN PHOTONIQUE

ECOLE POLYTECHNIQUE FEDERALE DE LAUSANNE

POUR L'OBTENTION DU GRADE DE DOCTEUR ES SCIENCES

PAR

Andrey DENISOV

acceptée sur proposition du jury:

Prof. J.-E. Moser, président du jury
Prof. L. Thévenaz, directeur de these
Prof. A. Zadok, rapporteur
Prof. M. Gonzalez Herraez, rapporteur
Prof. C.-S. Brés, rapporteuse

(Pr

ECOLE POLYTECHNIQUE
FEDERALE DE LAUSANNE

Suisse
2015






Acknowledgements

The four years I spent working on my thesis were the best time of my life so far, both
inside the lab and outside of it. It would be surely impossible without the people who
surrounded and supported me.

I will start with my supervisor, Prof. Luc Thévenaz, for without him this thesis would
not exist. I would like to thank him warmly for accepting me as his student, thus, allowing
me to do exactly the type of a PhD I was dreaming of. He shared my enthusiasm about
new techniques and helped me to fill the gaps in my knowledge so I could implement the
ideas I had. I would also like mention the warm, family-like atmosphere Luc cultivates in
the lab, which made these years especially memorable.

My thanks go to SangHoon Chin, who took me under his wing when I have just ar-
rived; he helped me to quickly learn the essential things about the work in our lab. After
leaving the lab he remained a frequent guest, which lead to interesting discussions for
which I am grateful as well. After SangHoon left the lab, Marcelo Soto took his place as
my mentor. I would like to thank him for all the times he helped me find the answers to
questions “Why doesn’t it work?” and “How do I make it work?”

I would like to thank my thesis jury members: Prof. Avinoam Zadok from Bar-Ilan
University, Prof. Miguel Gonzalez Herraez from University of Alcald, and Prof. Camille-
Sophie Bres from EPFL. Prof. Zadok gets additional thanks for the friendly competition
between our groups which stimulated me to achieve the best possible results. I would also
like to thank Prof. Miguel Gonzalez Herraez for the knowledge he shared during his stays
in our lab and the research done in the collaboration between our groups.

A significant part of the research I carried out during these years has roots in the
work done by a fellow PhD student Nikolay Primerov. Not only he was a great teacher
while transferring me his know-how in Brillouin dynamic gratings, he also helped me
out several times with my problems outside of the lab. I would like to thank my other
colleagues: Isabelle Dicaire, Mehdi Alem, Xin Lu, Kenny Hey Tow, and Desmond Chow,
for all the friendly discussions we had about science and life in general. Kenny also gets
special thanks for our talks about British comedy and for all the times he helped me out
with his knowledge of French.

My deep gratitude goes to our lab secretary Alexandra Morrison for preventing me



from getting lost in piles of paperwork. Her cheerful attitude has always brightened my
Mondays, helping to start a new week with a smile. I would also like to thank two secre-
taries of the Photonics doctoral school: Cathy Buchs and Pierrette Paulou-Vaucher, and
Svetlana Mashkina who took Alexandra’s place during the last four months of my stay in
the lab.

I thank my parents Irina and Vladimir for all the love and support they gave me
throughout my life, without them I wouldn’t be where I am now. I also thank my brother
Alexey and his wife Yulia who helped me settle in Switzerland and taught me all the small
things that make life easier.

Finally, I would like to express my warmest and deepest gratitude to Rafel - my best
friend and partner in crime. Her boundless love and support helped me to get through
my journey towards PhD, and to stay sane during its final stage. Thank you.

ii



Abstract

This thesis presents results of a research on applications of Brillouin dynamic gratings —
distributed reflectors that can be dynamically created in an optical fibre by two optical
waves. A basic theory of stimulated Brillouin scattering (SBS) is introduced, on a level
enough for understanding the processes that govern SBS.

A major part of this thesis is dedicated to studies of distributed Brillouin sensors based
on phase correlation. First, the concept of correlation-based sensors is introduced; it is
described how the Brillouin interaction between two waves can be localised, creating a
permanent reflector confined to a millimetre-scale section of the fibre. This allows creat-
ing a distributed sensing system with very a high spatial resolution.

A detailed theoretical model for the phase-correlation technique is presented, show-
ing how the gain response of a system can be calculated and how the system’s resolution
can be determined. For an ideal case an analytical solution is derived, while for real exper-
imental conditions the expected behaviour is found via numerical simulation. Results of
numerical modelling are compared with experimentally obtained data, showing a good
agreement. A spatial resolution of 1 cm is demonstrated over a 200 m distance, represent-
ing 20 000 separate points.

The concept of time gating is introduced, extending the measurement distance from
200 m to 17.5 km while retaining a sub-centimetre spatial resolution. This technique al-
lows for a two order of magnitude increase in the number of points that a system is capable
to resolve. An absolute record for distributed fibre sensors is achieved, demonstrating a
system capable to resolve 2 100 000 separate points.

Limitations for a further increase in number of points are discussed as well as possible
ways to overcome them. An issue related to the temperature dependency of the refractive
index is discussed in details, since it can lead to significant errors in spatial accuracy. An
algorithm is presented, capable of using the measured temperature to account for the
change in the refractive index and correctly determine the positioning of measured data.

In the last chapter potential applications of Bragg dynamic gratings in signal process-
ing are investigated. A theoretical model of BDG’s in polarisation-maintaining fibres is
presented capable of calculating reflection of a probe wave — continuous or pulsed. The
model includes the case of non-uniform birefringence along the fibre.
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Dynamic gratings are applied to create a flip-flop - an all-optical memory, turned
on and off by a light pulse. A working system is demonstrated in a 1 m long fibre, corre-
sponding to a 10 ns storage time. Using the theoretical model the birefringence variation
is measured along the fibre. A preliminary study of spectral properties of dynamic grat-
ings is presented, along with a model predicting the spectrum of a uniform BDG. It is
demonstrated that the spectral properties of a BDG can be manipulated by changing the
spectra of optical waves used in the generation process.

This work is concluded by a discussion, summing up the above-mentioned theoretical
the experimental work. Potential applications of the presented research are proposed
along with the most promising direction of further research activities.

Keywords: fibre optics, nonlinear fibre optics, Brillouin scattering, Brillouin dynamic
grating, optical fibre sensors, optical signal processing.
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Version abrégée

Ces travaux de thése présentent les résultats obtenus sur l'utilisation des réseaux Bril-
louin dynamiques, des réflecteurs qui peuvent étre créés de fagon distribuée sur toute la
longueur d’une fibre optique. La théorie de base sur la diffusion Brillouin stimulée (SBS)
est présentée pour une bonne compréhension des processus régissant ce phénomene.

Une partie majeure de ces travaux de recherches est dédiée a Iétude des capteurs répar-
tis utilisant la diffusion Brillouin basés sur la corrélation de phase. En premier lieu, nous
présentons le concept des capteurs avec des systemes d’interrogation dans le domaine de
corrélation - la technique de corrélation de phase.

Un modele théorique détaillé pour la technique de corrélation de phase est présentée
et nous montrons comment la réponse en gain et la résolution du systéme peuvent étre
déterminées. Pour le cas idéal, une solution analytique est déduite alors que pour les cas
expérimentaux nous utilisons une simulation numérique pour prédire fidélement le com-
portement du systéme: des valeurs mesurées expérimentalement sont en parfait accord
avec celles déduites en partant du modele numérique. De plus, une résolution spatiale
de 1 cm sur une distance plus de 200 m - représentant ainsi 20 000 points différents — est
démontrée.

Le concept de mesure a déclenchement périodique est présenté, étendant la mesure
de 200 m a 17,5 km tout en gardant une résolution spatiale inférieure au centimétre. Cette
technique permet d'augmenter de deux ordres de grandeurs le nombre de points que le
systeme peut résoudre. Un systéme résolvant 2 100 000 different points a ainsi été démon-
tré; un record absolu dans le domaine des capteurs a fibre répartis.

Dans un chapitre séparé, nous discutons des limitations pour augmenter le nombre
de points ainsi que des solutions possibles pour les contourner. Nous voyons aussi com-
ment mitiger la dépendance de l'indice de réfraction de la fibre a la température via un
algorithme capable de compenser cet effet.

Dans le dernier chapitre, les applications possibles du réseau Brillouin dynamique
sont étudiées. Un modele théorique du BDG dans des fibres a maintien de polarisation,
capable de calculer la réflexion de I'impulsion sonde, est présenté Le modéle prend aussi
en compte le cas d’'une biréfringence non-uniforme le long de la fibre.

Les réseaux dynamiques sont utilisés pour crée un flip-flop —- une mémoire tout-



optique commutable avec une impulsion lumineuse. TLeffet est démontré sur une fibre
de 1 metre de long, correspondant a un temps de stockage de 10 ns. Le modele théorique
permet la mesure de la variation de la biréfringence le long d’une fibre optique. Une étude
préliminaire des propriétés spectrales des réseaux dynamiques est effectuée, ainsi qu'un
modele permettant de prédire la réponse spectrale d'un BDG uniforme. Nous montrons
que nous pouvons modifier les propriétés spectrales d'un BDG en changeant les spectres
des ondes optiques utilisées pour sa génération.

Nous allons conclure par une discussion, résumant tout le travail théorique et expéri-
mental effectué durant cette thése. Des applications possibles des travaux de résultats
présentés sont proposées ainsi que les perspectives pour des activités de recherches fu-
tures.

Mots-clés: fibre optique, effets non linéaires dans les fibres optiques, diffusion Brillouin,
réseau Brillouin dynamique, capteurs a fibre optiques, traitement du signal optique
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Introduction

Fibre Bragg gratings have a very broad range of applications, including spectral filtering,
dispersion compensation, reflectors for fibre lasers, optical sensing. While there is some
potential of tuning properties of an FBG after it has been manufactured (via strain [1, 2]
or temperature [3]), the capability of all the methods is quite limited. Brillouin dynamic
gratings (BDG’s) offer a much broader versatility; being generated by two optical waves,
they can be created and destroyed within some tens of nanoseconds. Their length can
vary from several millimetres up to tens or even hundreds of metres — while the length
of traditional FBG's is so far limited to about ten centimetres. Both short and long BDG’s
can be used for distributed sensing [4, 5] and signal processing [6-8]; multiple gratings
can be generated within a single fibre for more complex applications [6, 9].

Exploiting the same process, Brillouin fibre sensing became a mature technology -
the result of more than two decades of intense research and development. One of the
techniques that offers the highest performance, and thus provides the largest number of
resolved points, is called Brillouin optical time-domain analysis (BOTDA) [10]. It has
shown clear advantages with respect to systems based on discrete sensing elements, e.g.
fibre Bragg gratings — a single distributed system is able to interrogate a large number
of independent points (given by the quotient between the sensing range and the spatial
resolution) along an optical fibre. This feature gives unique opportunities to monitor, for
instance, large civil structures or very long pipelines in the oil & gas industry, where a
large number of resolved points is typically required.

Using an optimised conventional BOTDA scheme the sensing range can reach 50 km
with the limitation given by fibre losses of 0.2 dBkm™'. Several techniques are used to
extend the measurement distance. Raman amplification can be used to compensate for
fibre losses by introducing distributed amplification along the sensing fibre [11-14]. Op-
tical pulse coding techniques use multiple pump pulses to bypass power limitations given
by nonlinear effects [15-20]. Mathematical algorithms are further used to process mul-
tiple measurements, combining them into a single one with an improved signal-to-noise
ratio (SNR). Using either of these techniques or a combination of them [15, 21, 22] the
measurement range was expended beyond 100 km. However, since optical losses scale
exponentially with fibre length it is not the best way to significantly improve the number
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INTRODUCTION

of measured points. For example an increase in measurement distance from 100 km to
125 km introduces the same decrease in SNR as a change from 25 km to 50 km. Yet, the
relative change in the number of measured points is four times less (25 % against 100 %).

As for the spatial resolution, for a BOTDA system is ultimately limited down to 1 m
by the acoustic-wave response time [23]. Such methods as correlation-domain [4, 24,
25], acoustic pre-activation [26, 27], or differential pulses [28, 29], have allowed the spa-
tial resolution to be improved down to the order of centimetres or millimetres, but only
along restricted fibre lengths (less than 5 km-long). Brillouin optical correlation-domain
analysis (BOCDA) so far has shown the best spatial resolution of 1.6 mm [30]. Yet, this
technique has an intrinsic correlation between the spatial resolution and the sensing dis-
tance. Attempts have been made to overcome this limitation, but so far the number of
resolved points in these sensors has not exceeded 24 000 [31].

In general, until recently the number of points achievable by distributed Brillouin
sensors was limited to about 100 000 [32], e.g. sensing with 1 m spatial resolution over a
120 km distance [15], or 5 cm resolution over 5 km [29].

A new approach is required to increase the number of points by either expanding the
sensing distance or improving the spatial resolution. Both directions have their own ditf-
ficulties and limitations that have to be addressed separately, especially when one tries to
combine high spatial resolution with long sensing distance. A technique based on phase
correlation was introduced for sensing with high spatial resolution over short distances
and immediately showed 20 000 measured points [4], a more than three times improve-
ment over BOCDA. A further development, though, was impeded by a linear relation
between the noise and the measurement distance.

This work shows how introduction of time-gating [33] and time-domain measure-
ment [34] allowed for a two order of magnitude improvement in the number of measured
points, leading to a sensor capable of resolving more than 2 000 000 separate points — ex-
ceeding a symbolic milestone of 1 000 000 points and outperforming any existing system
in number of resolved points.

As it was said before, application of Brillouin dynamic gratings is by no means lim-
ited to distributed sensing. Brillouin dynamic gratings can be generated in polarisation-
maintaining (PM) fibres, showing multiple application in optical and microwave signal
processing. Optical signal integration and differentiation [7, 35] has been demonstrated
along with the true time-reversal of an optical signal [8]. Delay lines for optical signals
were shown [36, 37] and true time delay of microwave signals has been demonstrated [36].

For a long time research activities have been carried out to create all-optical logic
circuits and other components which will potentially enable creation of an all-optical
computer. One of the required elements is a flip-flop — a memory switch, that can be
turned on and off by optical means. Solutions were proposed based, for example, on mi-
crodisk lasers [38] and ring lasers [39]. We propose a method based on Brillouin dynamic
gratings to create an all-optical flip-flop which is potentially scalable for storage times of
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hundreds of nanoseconds.

As it was said before, classic fibre Bragg gratings have a limited tunability; the peak
wavelength can be tuned by a mechanical strain or a temperature change but neither of
the two methods offers the possibility to manipulate the spectral properties of the grating.
The spectral characteristics of Brillouin dynamic gratings directly depend on the spectra
of optical waves that generate them. Not only it allows for a fast tuning of the grating’s
frequency, but it can also be used to create gratings with complex spectra. This work shows
the generation of Brillouin dynamic gratings with multiple spectra lines and combining
closely positioned lines to create an optical band-pass filter. These results are preliminary
but they already show what can be done easily and which problems arise for other, not so
easily implemented applications.

It is important to have a mathematical model to support research activities. They
allow careful planning of experimental work and predicting the problems that may arise.
In this work for every experiment there will be a sufficient theoretical model designed for
a specific application of BDG’s. The ambition of this work is to be helpful for researchers
who prepare to carry out research on Brillouin dynamic gratings to plan their work.






Chapter 1

Brillouin scattering

The origin of any scattering process is the inhomogeneity of the medium, i.e. fluctuations
of some of its characteristics. For Rayleigh scattering, for example, these are the stationary
fluctuations of the refractive index which scatter the light without changing its spectrum.
Léon Brillouin considered the scattering of an optical wave on an acoustic wave — a mov-
ing oscillation of medium density. Results of his calculations became a part of a paper he
published in 1922 [40]. Brillouin showed how reflection angle will depend on the acous-
tic wave frequency; he also demonstrated that the reflected light will be shifted spectrally
due to the Doppler effect’:

- . ok (2rn)? ’
ey = — Ay -g Ayd SnDe cos 21 ((n 4 Njty 4 N6)
(27) C e . ]
ez = — A: %k A,d (272 o5 am ((n + Nty + N6)
d0 8zDc?

“La formule (27) nous montre d’ailleurs que londe lumineuse réfléchie a une
fréquence (n + N) différente de la fréquence n de londe incidente; ceci
sexplique, et provient de leffet Doppler pendant la réflexion sur des miroirs
MM (fig. 1) en mouvement avec une vitesse V;”

Observation of Brillouin scattering in the stimulated regime requires a high-intensity
coherent source of light, unavailable before the invention of lasers in 1960’s. Thus, it was
only in 1964 when Chiao et al. [42] were able to observe SBS in quartz and sapphire
crystals. With development of fibre optics it was recognised to be a major factor, limiting
the power that can be successfully used to send data. Yet, as it will be shown later, it has
multiple useful applications.

"While there are reasons to believe that Soviet physicist Leonid Mandelstam has predicted the same
effect in 1918, he has not published his results until 1926 [41].



1. BRILLOUIN SCATTERING

While nonlinear optics covers multiple effects such as modulation instability, four-
wave mixing, higher harmonic generation, etc., they are outside of the scope of this work
and will only be mentioned briefly. All the theoretical models derived throughout this
work consider only stimulated Brillouin scattering; if needed, a detailed information on
nonlinear effects can be found in literature [43, 44].

1.1 Spontaneous Brillouin scattering

Spontaneous Brillouin scattering occurs on thermally activated acoustic waves inside the
material. On the quantum level it is an interaction between a photon and an acoustic
phonon. Let’s consider a photon with frequency v, energy Fy . = hv, and wave vec-
tor k = hnv/c, where h is the PlancK’s constant, n is the refractive index and c is the light
velocity. The phonon has frequency f, energy E,,., = hf, and wave vector g = hf/V,,
where V, is the acoustic velocity in the material. Since the frequency of the phonon is
negligible in comparison with the frequency of the phonon (10 GHz versus 200 THz),
the energy of the phonon is also negligible in comparison to the one of the photon. Thus,
during the interaction between the photon and the phonon one can consider the pho-
ton’s energy and frequency to remain constant (AEpqy << Eppor, AV < v). From this
also follows that the absolute value of the photon’s wave vector doesn’t change either; its
direction, though, may change significantly.

Figure 1.1 depicts the scattering of a photon with the initial wave vector k; and the
wave vector after the scattering k, with 6 being the angle between those two wave vectors.
The absolute value of the difference between the two wave vectors |Ak| = |k —k;| increases
with the scattering angle. The value of this wave vector change can be calculated easily:

Ak = 2ksin(0/2) , (1.1)

ranging from 0 to 2k for the scattering angle varying from 0 to 7.

The change in the wave vector during the scattering process can be caused by two
configurations in which the photon is interacting with a phonon having the wave vector
equal to Ak given by equation (1.1):

q =2ksin(0/2). (1.2)

The first configuration is the interaction with a phonon propagating towards the photon
(kiq < 0), as depicted on figure 1.2a. During this process the phonon is annihilated
transferring its energy and momentum to the photon. In the second configuration the
photon interacts with a phonon moving away from the photon (k;q > 0) as depicted
on figure 1.2b. In this process a copy of the initial phonon is created, thus, the photon
loses a part of its energy. These two processes are called anti-Stokes and Stokes scattering.
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Figure 1.2: Spontaneous Brillouin scattering: a) anti-Stokes and b) Stokes processes

As a result of the scattering process the energy of the photon is changed by a value
equal to the phonon’s energy AE = ¢V, = 2ksin(6/2)V, which leads to a change in the
frequency:

Av =2vnV,sin(0/2)/c. (1.3)

In the Stokes process a phonon is created, thus the photon’s energy is decreased, while
during the anti-Stokes scattering the energy transfer goes the opposite direction. Since in
an optical fibre the light can propagate just in two directions, only the light scattered at
angles 0 and 7 gets captured. From equation (1.3) follows that the light scattered forward
(0 = 0) experiences no frequency shift. In fact in can be seen from equation (1.2) that
for 6 = 0 the phonon’s wave vector and, therefore, frequency are equal to zero. This
corresponds to the whole medium moving as a whole, creating no inhomogeneities. For
the backscattered light the phonon’s wave vector can be easily found to be equal to 2k;
giving the following change in photon’s frequency

Av =2vnV,/c, (1.4)

which can be rewritten in terms of the wavelength to obtain the classic formula for the
so-called Brillouin frequency shift:

vg = 2nV, /. (1.5)
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Figure 1.3: Spectrum of the back-scattered light.

It can also be rewritten in a commonly used form for the angular frequency:
Qp =2nV,w/c. (1.6)

In a standard single-mode optical fibre (SMF) with refractive index n = 1.44 and
acoustic velocity V, = 5.9kms ™" the typical value of the Brillouin frequency shift is about
10.8 GHz at a wavelength of 1.5 um. The typical spectrum of the backscattered light can
be seen on figure 1.3 showing the light scattered via Rayleigh (without a change in the
frequency) and the Brillouin Stokes and anti-Stokes waves positioned at either side of it.

1.2 Stimulated Brillouin scattering

For small incident powers the intensity of the backscattered light is the same for Stokes
and anti-Stokes waves. However, as the incident power grows, the Stokes wave becomes
strong enough to affect the scattering process - the scattering changes from the sponta-
neous to the stimulated regime.

Stimulated Brillouin scattering (SBS) involves two counterpropagating optical waves
with a small frequency shift. These waves are called throughout the text the pump and
the signal; their respective angular frequencies are w;, and wg; and the frequency differ-
ence between them is {2 = w,, — wg. Figure 1.4 shows how two waves interact with each
other and the medium they propagate in. The pump and the probe interfere creating an
optical intensity wave, which, due to a frequency difference between the pump and the
signal, moves along the fibre. Electrostriction — material compression in the presence of
the electric field - copies the optical intensity wave as a wave of compression, that leads
to a change in the material density - an acoustic wave. A change in the material’s den-
sity naturally leads to a change in the refractive index, and this periodic modulation of
the refractive index works as a moving fibre Bragg grating resonant at the frequency of
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Figure 1.4: Self-sustained loop of the stimulated Brillouin scattering

the pump wave. Due to the Doppler effect the reflected light has a lower frequency that
matches the one of the signal wave. Thus, the signal wave gets amplified enhancing the
intensity wave and therefore the whole SBS process.

Let’s derive equations that govern SBS. For simplicity we will neglect the transversal
distribution of all the waves since normally it is of a small importance. The electrical field
inside the fibre is given by the sum of the fields of the pump and the signal waves:

E(z,t) = E,(2,t) + Eg(2,t). (1.7)

Electrical fields of the optical waves E,(z,t) and F(z,t) can be written in the traditional
form for electromagnetic waves, separating the oscillations at the optical frequency from
the slowly varying complex amplitude:

E,(z,t) = A, (2, t)elFoz=wnt) 4 ¢ . (1.8)
E,(2,t) = Ay(z,t)?TFses) e e (1.9)

where A, and Ay are the complex amplitudes of the two waves and k, ; are the wave
vectors of the pump and the signal. A similar equation can be written for the material
density:

Prot (2, 1) = po + Ap(2,t) = py + [Q(z,t)ej(qum) + c.c.] , (1.10)

where €2 is the above-mentioned frequency difference between the pump and the signal,
po is the mean density of the medium, and () is the complex amplitude of the acoustic
wave.
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1.2.1 Acoustic wave

In order to derive equations that govern the evolution of the acoustic wave during the SBS
process, we start with the wave equation (see, for example, Section 9.3 of Boyd’s Nonlinear

Optics [43]):
) 8ptot(z7 t)

82ptot(za t) -T v

o T ViV (1) = V£ (1), (LD

where I is the damping parameter, responsible for the decay of the acoustic wave, and f is
the force per unit volume, which in this case comes from the electrostriction. Note that
in this equation we do not consider Langevin’s terms which give the thermal excitation of
phonons [45], assuming them to be much smaller than V - f. Let’s rewrite the three terms
on the left side using equation (1.10) and remembering that we consider only longitudinal
changes, thus V@ = 0Q/0z (here and further, arguments z and ¢ are omitted for a better
readability):

2
% = (%T? -2 Q%Cf 0%Q )eﬂqz-‘“) +c.c., (1.12)
r’vQ—ag;‘“ =T'v? (%Q - jQQ) e
9% o .90 ) 9 d -

F(G aCf+2j 82 act? qQ;f 98622+29an+ng Q)e](q Qt)-kcc

(1.13)
2

V2V pior = ‘/212((2722 + 2jq% - qQQ)ej(qZQt) +c.c. (1.14)

Assuming that the acoustic wave amplitude varies slowly in space and time, we can omit
higher order derivatives, significantly simplifying equations (1.12)-(1.14):

2
aaigot N (_QjQ%_Q _02Q ) (@) o (1.15)
F’v2—agtt°t N r’( 2%(“3 + QQqa—Q +jQq Q) W s e (1.16)
VIV pon ~ Vi (m% - qu) eI (=) | ¢ e, (1.17)

The right term of equation (1.11) - the divergence of the force per unit volume —
can be calculated knowing that the force per unit volume is given by the gradient of the
strictive pressure pg;:

f=Vpy = . (1.18)

10
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The strictive pressure comes from the electrostrictive effect due to the presence of two
optical waves:

1
Pst = ~5€0% (E?) . (1.19)

Using equations (1.8) and (1.9) and considering the amplitudes of the pump and the signal
waves to be constant the force per unit volume can be derived

1 .
f= —560%% (2ApA§e](qZ_m) + c.c.) z

(1.20)
= —jq€0Ye (ApA;ej(qz_Qt) + c.c.) z,
where z is the unit vector along z axis. Calculating the divergence of this term is straight-
forward:
vf = q260'y€ApA;ej(qz_Qt) +c.C.. (1.21)

Now we can insert fche results of equations (1.15)-(1.17) and (1.21) into equation (1.11).
Since the multiplier e’ (@292 and the complex conjugate are present in each term, both
can be omitted in calculations:

aQ . /2 aQ / x 72
— (=250 +7T - —(20r 24V,
825( JQ+Tq%) 82( q+2jVaq) (122)
+ Q(_QQ - jﬂrlqz + Va2q2) = (]260'7/6*’4p‘4;r :

This equation can be simplified even further. First, we introduce 'y = I''¢? - the damping
coeflicient of the acoustic wave (I'g < {23,2). Next, we remember that ¢ = 2k and
therefore V, ¢ is equal to the angular Brillouin frequency given by equation (1.6)

2nV,w
c

Vaq =2V k = =Qp. (1.23)

Keeping this in mind the left part of equation (1.22) can be rewritten

X (24 T'g?) - T2 000 + 2jV20) + Q(-07 - ' + Vi)
9y 000

= -2j055 - 2jVia 5

o +(Q3 - - jOrR)Q. (1.24)

In the first term I¢? = Iy < 290 The second term can be fully ignored as the acoustic
wave propagates only several micrometres before fully decaying:

- 2;'9% +(QF - Q- JOTR) Q = €07.0° ApAs . (1.25)

11
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Let’s introduce frequency detuning parameter

jQ%—QZ—jQrB

I')= 50 (1.26)
and electrostrictive coupling coefficient
€0ved”
h1="5q - (1.27)

Using these two and reintroducing arguments z and ¢ we obtain the final equation for the
acoustic wave amplitude:

0 Z,t . *
UL 1, Q1) = i1 4y (5 AL 1), (12
The termA,(2,t) A; (z,t) can be rewritten:

A (2, )AL (2,t) = |A (2, 1)||As (2, 1) €722 (1.29)
where A¢ is the phase difference between the pump and the signal waves.

1.2.2 Optical waves

The optical waves have to fulfil the wave equation as well:

O*E(z,t) ~ iazE(z,t) 1 O*P(z,t)

, (1.30)
02> vg ot et ot
where v, is the optical group velocity and P is the total nonlinear polarization:
P = ¢gAxE(z,t) = eoAeE(2,t) = €opo e ApE(2, 1), (1.31)

where ¢ is the dielectric permittivity of free space and -, is the electrostrictive coefficient

of the material. The two terms of P that are phase-matched with the pump and the signal
2

waves are”:

P, = €0Yepo QAT Fornt) 4 e, (1.32)
P, = eo'yep{)lQ*Apej(_ksz_wSt) +c.c. (1.33)

*As before, arguments z and t are left out until the final equations are obtained

12
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Inserting these into equation (1.30) and assuming slowly varying amplitudes, equations
can be written for amplitudes of the pump and the signal:

04, 104,  jwy.

= A 1.34
0z vy Ot 4dncp = (1.34)
94, 1045 jwre 4 ox (1.35)
Oz vy Ot  4dncpy ©
Let’s introduce the elasto-optic coefficient
w €
g2 = 5, (1.36)
2ncpg
and write the equations in the final form:
aAp(z,t) 1 8Ap(z,t) g9
— =j=A t t 1.37
8As(zat) 1 a"45('2775) .92 *
A A e A - Ay | t t). 1.38

1.2.3 Small gain approximation

In the general case equations (1.28), (1.37) and (1.38) describing the evolution of the
acoustic and optical waves cannot be solved analytically. However, when several reason-
able approximations are made a solution can be found. This subsection will consider the
simple case of small gain. First, let’s consider the system to be in a steady state, meaning
that the amplitudes of the optical and the acoustic waves do not change in time. Sec-
ond, let’s assume that the interaction between pump and signal is negligible, meaning
that i) the pump amplitude remains constant and ii) the change in signal amplitude is
very small AAg << Ag g (where A  is signal wave’s amplitude on the input of the fibre).
Under these conditions equations (1.28) and (1.38) can be rewritten:

I'AQ(2) = g1 AL AL (2) (1.39)
0Ai(2) _ 92 4
e j 5 A, Q7 (2). (1.40)

Equation (1.39) can be easily solved in the constant signal approximation, obtaining
the asymptotic acoustic wave amplitude:

_ jglApA;O

T, (1.41)

Qas

13
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Inserting this result into equation (1.40):

A=) _

5 —j%Aszs, (1.42)

which can be immediately solved to find the (small) change in the signal amplitude along
a fibre with length d:

_ 9192450 ‘Ap‘2 d

AA, (1.43)
2l
Normally the intensity of the signal is detected:
I, = AJAL = (Ag o+ AA)(Agg + AAY)T
S s4s ( s,0 s)( s,0 s) (1.44)

N IS,O + QRG(A&()AA;) )

where I o = ‘As,0|2 is the initial signal intensity. The change in signal’s intensity can be
calculated using equation (1.43) and remembering equation (1.26) for I":

250
AL = gigo1, 1, od Re . 1.45
9192 pts,0 (Q%—QQ—jQFB) ( )

Let’s calculate the last multiplier of this equation:

2jQ) B 2jQ(0E - 2 - jAlp)\ 20°Ty
Rel —5—7 =Re 2 _ 02,0212 ) 02 _onZ., 022
QB—Q —jQFB (QB_Q) +QFB (QB_Q) +QFB
(1.46)
The frequency difference €2 between the pump and the probe is normally close to the
Brillouin frequency shift, therefore we can consider 2 ~ Qg and Q2 + Qg ~ 2€). Using

03 - Q% = (Qp + Q)(Qp - Q) equation (1.46) can be rewritten and simplified:

20°T' B 20°T' B I'p/2
(% -2+ QT3 40%(Qp - Q)2+ QT3 (O -0+ (/2%

(1.47)
Inserting this result in equation (1.45) it’s possible to obtain the final equation for the
detected change in the signal for the small gain approximation:

(Qp-9Q)°+(Tp/2)*

Al = ngQIpIS,O (1.48)

Equation (1.48) shows that the signal’s gain is linearly proportional to the interaction
length and has a Lorentzian spectrum, centred at {25 with the full width at half maximum
of I'g. The shape of this spectrum is shown on figure 1.5.

14
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Figure 1.5: Brillouin gain shape.

1.3 Temperature/strain dependence of the SBS

Let’s see how Brillouin frequency shift depends on temperature and staring of the medium.
Starting with equation (1.5) for the Brillouin frequency shift let’s write corresponding
derivatives:

2nV,
vp= (1.49)
81/]3 _ 2 an 8Va _
8_T = X(Vaa—T-i'naT) _VBCT7 (150)
31/]3 2 811 GVa _
E = X (Vaa +n De ) = I/BCY67 (151)

where Cr and C, are temperature and strain coefficients, respectively. These coefficients
depend on the composition of the fibre (amount and type of dopant used), but the typical
values are 1.1 MHz/K to 1.3 MHz/K for temperature [46, 47] and 0.055 MHz/pe for strain
dependence [46, 48]. Thus, if the fibre strain remains constant, a change in Brillouin fre-
quency can be directly translated into a change of the temperature; alternatively, for a
constant temperature, a change in the Brillouin frequency gives a change in the strain.
This opens a possibility for using Brillouin scattering to detect a change in temperature
or strain. Moreover, if Brillouin scattering is localised in one way or another, this mea-
surement can be done in a distributed way.

15






Chapter 2

Phase-correlated sensing

In order to create a distributed Brillouin sensor the interaction between the two optical
waves has to be localised. In time-domain systems: Brillouin optical time-domain reflec-
tometry (BOTDR) and Brillouin optical time-domain analysis (BOTDA), it is achieved
by using a pulsed wave [10, 48, 49]. This localises the interaction to the section of the
fibre overlapping with the pulse at a given moment, not unlike in traditional optical time-
domain reflectometry setups, based on Rayleigh scattering.

In traditional correlation-based techniques (BOCDA, BOCDR) the interaction is lo-
calised through correlation between frequencies of the pump and the signal [24]. While
this technique has shown an impressive spatial resolution [30, 50], it has an intrinsic
limitation of the number of resolved points. This chapter introduces phase-correlation
technique that relies on modifying the phases of two interacting waves. As it was shown
in section 1.2.1, the Brillouin interaction depends on the phase difference between the
two interacting waves. This opens a possibility of using phase modulation of these waves
to localise the interaction between them.

2.1 Localising the Brillouin interaction by phase modulation

Let’s consider pump and signal waves with phases modulated by a pseudo-random bit
sequence (PRBS) that applies a phase shift of either 0 or 7. Stimulated Brillouin scat-
tering is based on the interference between the pump and the signal and therefore it
depends on the phase difference between the two waves. Figure 2.1a shows phases of
phase-modulated pump and signal at three moments of time. We can see that in the
centre phases of two waves are perfectly correlated and always take the same value while
at other positions phases of the two waves are absolutely uncorrelated. This leads to the
acoustic wave being efliciently generated only at the correlation point, and outside of it the
acoustic wave amplitude changes randomly never reaching the steady state (figure 2.1b).

17
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Figure 2.1: a) Counterpropagating phase-coded pump and signal waves. Note that the phases of
two waves are always the same at the correlation peak (black letters) while outside they
change between the same and the opposite (grey letters); b) Resulting acoustic wave
amplitude: stable in the correlation peak and oscillating outside of it.

To find how acoustic wave changes in time and how it interacts with the optical waves
we start with defining IT (¢) - the rectangular function (see figure 2.2a):

0 [t|>1}
(t)=41 [t|=1}, 2.1)
L ftf<1fp

and through it we define function fprpg (t) based on a pseudo-random bit sequence
(PRBS):

ferms (t) = 2. EII(( - qThi) [/ Thoit) - (2.2)
q

where &, is a pseudo-random sequence of zeroes and ones with the period of Ny; thus,
&g = Eginy,,.- An example of fprpg () can be seen on figure 2.2b.

18
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Figure 2.2: a) Rectangular function; b) PRBS based function fprps (%)

Lets consider the pump and the signal - defined the same way as in section 1.2:
E,(z,t) = A,(z, t)ed Foz=wnt) 4 ¢ . (2.3)
E,(2,t) = A(z,t)? TFses) 4 e e (2.4)
and modulate their phases using fprps (%) applying a phase shift of 0 or 7:

A, [ej(kp,sszp,s) + C.C.] — A, [ej(kp,sz—wp,s)ejA¢p,s + C'C'] , (2.5)
A, =7 forps (t—tp4(2)) - (2.6)

where ¢, ;(2) is given by the propagation time for the pump and the signal. Lets define
the length of the sensing fibre L and consider the signal wave to be additionally delayed
by tqelay- Setting the z-axis origin at the pump end of the fibre one can obtain the following
equations for ¢, ;(2):

k,z
ty(2) = 2= 2 (27)
Wp c
ks(L-z L — 2)ngg
ts(z) = % + tdelay N % + 7fdelay . (2.8)
S

In these equations group refractive index is used; however, throughout this work an ap-
proximation of non-dispersive medium will be used, unless specified otherwise. Thus,
the group and the phase refractive indices will be considered equal to each other.

As it was shown in section 1.2.1, the force affecting the acoustic wave (the right term
in equation (1.19)) depends on the time average of the square of the total electrical field
amplitude:

E(Z, t) :Ap [ej(kpszpt)ejﬂfPRBs(t*tp(Z)(Z)) + C.C.]

. . (2.9)
+A, |:€](_ksz_wst)e]7rfPRBS(t_ts(z)(z)) + C'C'] )
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Taking the time average (E?) = (EE") of equation (2.9) and keeping only the terms with
the acoustic frequency one obtains the following result:

(E2> _ ApA;ej(qz_Qt) <€j77[fPRBS(t_tp(z))_fPRBS(t_ts(Z))]) ) (2.10)

The complex exponential function to be averaged can take values of +1 depending on
the difference between the phases of pump and signal, which takes values of 0 and 7. It is
easy to see that for ¢,, = ¢, the argument of the exponential function is equal to 0 at all the
times. Due to the periodicity of the PRBS it also holds for propagation times differing by
an integer number of PRBS periods:

tp = ts + meithitS . (211)

At other positions the phases are absolutely uncorrelated, meaning that the force respon-
sible for the acoustic wave generation averages to zero. Combining equations (2.7), (2.8)
and (2.11) it is possible to find positions of correlation peaks:

c L
Zem = 2 (mNbitsTbit + tdelay) 5 (2.12)
Neft 2

As one can see, the separation between two correlation peaks 2o, = 2¢ m41 — Zc,m 18 given
by the product of the bit duration and the number of bits in the sequence:

C

Rsep = om Nyigs T, - (2.13)

eff

Thus, unlike BOCDA and BOCDR techniques, it is possible to increase the separation
between correlation peaks without changing the spatial resolution, by simply increasing
the number of bit in the PRBS.

2.1.1 Scanning the position of the correlation peak

From equation (2.12) it can be seen that the position of a correlation peak can be changed
by varying fgejay OF Ti;. While the first method seems to be more logical and straightfor-
ward, it requires the use of either an optical delay or separate modulation systems for the
pump and the signal waves. Both of these changes increase the complexity of the exper-
imental setup; thus, the second method - varying 7};; — is the commonly used method
in correlation-based setups. Though the spatial resolution is directly related to the bit
duration, for high order correlation peaks (large values of m) the change ATy ;; of the bit
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duration required to scan the whole fibre length is very small.

c L
c,m = its i i elay) ¥
Az ( (M Npigs (Toig, + ATt ) + tdelay) )

2n, 2
off . (2.14)
c
- (2neff (mNbitsTbit + tdelay) + 5) =L,
c
o HmNbitsATbit =L, (2.15)
€
2n.gL
ATy, = el (2.16)
bit
CmNbits

Using equation (2.13) for the separation between the correlation peaks it can be rewritten:

L
ATblt = —Tblt . (2.17)

sep

Since for unambiguous sensing only a single correlation peak can appear in the fibre the
separation between the correlation peaks has to be longer than the sensing length 2., > L
which allows to rewrite the previous equation:

ATy, < Tiig/m, (2.18)
ATt [T < 1/m. (2.19)

This way, using a high-order correlation peak (m > 20) the spatial resolution will change
just by few percent during the scan of the whole fibre, negligibly affecting the spatial res-
olution of the system.

2.2 Spatial resolution

2.2.1 Correlation peak shape

In order to define the spatial resolution of a distributed sensor, its response to a temper-
ature or strain perturbation has to be found. And to do that, the shape of the correlation
peak (longitudinal distribution of the acoustic wave amplitude) has to be calculated. For
a perfectly rectangular phase modulation of the pump and the signal waves it can be done
analytically by solving equations (1.18) and (1.19) using equation (2.9) for the electrical
field. Detailed calculations can be found in appendix A; they show that the correlation
peak has a triangular shape with the bottom width given by the bit duration - 18 mm
for the 90 ps bit duration used in the further experiment. This gives the value of the full
width at half maximum (FWHM) of 9 mm, which is normally considered to be the spatial
resolution of such sensors.
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Acoustic wave amplitude; a.u
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Figure 2.3: Acoustic wave amplitude in the vicinity of the correlation peak: average (dashed line)

and several instantaneous values (solid lines). The horizontal axis is normalised to the
correlation peak FWHM

Phase

Time Time Time Time

Figure 2.4: Phase patterns to concern when calculating the shape of the correlation peak.

It should be mentioned here that while the average amplitude of the acoustic wave has
a triangular shape, the amplitude at a given time changes randomly, affecting the edges
of the correlation peak as well. Figure 2.3 shows that the amplitude of gratings generated
randomly outside of the correlation peak can easily reach one third of the correlation
peak’s amplitude.

In real life experiments the phase modulation is never perfect due to the limited band-
width of the experimental setup components. For example, the PRBS generator used in
our experiment has the typical 20 %-80 % transition time of 23 ps, while the bandwidth
of the phase modulator is equal to 12 GHz. In this case the shape of the correlation peak
has to be calculated numerically by simulating the counterpropagating waves. For sim-
plicity we can assume that the phase changes linearly from 0 to 7 with the transition time
of about 80 ps given by the phase modulator bandwidth. Note, that while for the case of
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Figure 2.5: a) The shape of the correlation peak for perfect square phase modulation (dashed line)
and imperfect modulation (solid line); b) Weak gratings caused by imperfect phase
modulation.

a perfect modulation the shape of the correlation peak is given by the convolution of two
rectangular functions, it is not enough to convolve two trapezoid phase pulses to find the
shape of the correlation peak for the imperfect case. This convolution corresponds only
to the case when phases of both waves switch at both sides of the bit. To find the real peak
shape the convolution of all the patterns (see figure 2.4) have to be considered and the
average of all the results taken as the final answer.

The result of this simulation is shown on figure 2.5a and are compared to the case of
the perfect rectangular modulation. There is an obvious change in the correlation peak
shape, the FWHM is decreased from 9 mm to 7.4 mm while the bottom is broadened
from 18 mm to 28 mm. Another effect given by the non-instantaneous phase transition
is the generation of stable weak gratings along the fibre. Figure 2.5b shows three con-
nected consecutive gratings separated by 9 mm being generated outside the correlation
peak (note that the vertical axis in figure 2.5b is normalised to the maximum amplitude
of the correlation peak shown in figure 2.5a). It can be seen that the amplitude of these
gratings varies from 5.5 % to 11 % of the correlation peak amplitude.

The reflectivity of each weak grating (given by the integral of the acoustic wave am-
plitude) is equal to ~15 % of the correlation peak reflectivity. Since the phases of pump
and signal are uncorrelated at the weak gratings’ positions, the direction of the energy
transfer between the optical waves is random, adding a significant noise to the system.
The accumulated noise from this effect is linearly proportional to the interaction length
between pump and signal waves given by the pump pulse duration.

The change in the correlation peak shape and the presence of weak permanent grat-
ings can be also explained by examining the spectrum of the phase-modulated light. Fig-
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Figure 2.6: Theoretically calculated spectrum for light modulated with a PRBS with a 10 GHz bi-
trate for perfectly rectangular modulation (grey line) and non-instantaneous transi-
tion between phases (black line).

ure 2.6 shows the predicted spectrum for both perfect and imperfect modulation of phases.
First, it can be seen that non-instantaneous transition between two phase values sup-
presses higher-order components of the spectrum, effectively making it narrower. This
explains the broadening of the correlation peak. Additionally, strong lines appear at fre-
quencies equal to the integer number of the bitrate — where the spectrum of the perfectly-
modulated light goes down to zero. These lines generate the weak gratings which are
separated by a distance proportional to the inverted bitrate.

2.2.2 Correlation peak response

Intuitively, the spatial resolution of the system is given by the smallest detectable pertur-
bation. Let’s consider a uniform fibre with a certain Brillouin frequency 1y and a uniform
section of length d with a different, well-separated Brillouin frequency v, (referred here-
after as hotspot). In this configuration the gain at a frequency offset v, sharply drops to
zero in the hotspot position, while the gain at the frequency 14, goes from zero to its max-
imum value. However, the measured gain values behave differently due to a finite spatial
resolution of the system.

The gain response of the sensor is given by the convolution of the acoustic wave am-
plitude with a rectangular function given by the hotspot size. Figure 2.7 shows the simu-
lated gain trace along the fibre for three distinct hotspot sizes, for frequencies v, and 14,.
The shaded area of the correlation peak represents its convolution with the hotspot. Let’s
consider a hotspot detectable if the measured gain at 14, exceeds the gain at 1, at some
section of the fibre. Based on this, the three cases on figure 2.7 represent the conditions
of undetectable, barely detectable, and well detected hotspots.
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Figure 2.7: Simulated longitudinal Brillouin gain response for v (red line) and vy (blue line),
around hotspots of different lengths: (a) short undetected, (b) barely detected, and
(c) long well-detected hotspot.

2.2.3 Spatial resolution and sampling interval

It is important to remember that in a real system not only the spatial resolution is finite
but so is the sampling interval. In order to reliably detect a hotspot, the sampling inter-
val cannot be longer than the fibre section where the measured gain at v, exceeds the
gain at 1, which is equivalent to gain at 1, exceeding 0.5 (see s on figure 2.7¢c). If the
sampling interval is longer than s — the hotspot detection range — the hotspot will not be
reliably detected (the sampling can simply miss the hotspot detection region). Under this
consideration, the hotspot presented on figure 2.7b is only theoretically detectable with a
continuous sampling.

Having an analytical expression of the correlation peak shape allows us to derive an
analytical expression for the gain response and the maximum sampling interval required
by the system. In order to provide a general solution, independently of the specific band-
width limitation of our PRBS generator, a triangular correlation peak will be considered
in the following mathematical formulation.

Lets consider a hotspot with a given length ¢ and a triangular correlation peak with
FWHM d that is offset from the hotspot centre by an arbitrary shift [ (see top part of
figure 2.8a). The shape of a correlation peak with integral equal to unity is given by

z+1

d

p(z) = é (1 - ) , (2.20)

for —d < z+1 < d. The measured gain is given by the convolution between the correlation
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Figure 2.8: Calculating the gain response of a phase-correlation sensor for a triangular hotspot

for a) general case and b) correlation peak is shifted from the hotspot by a half of the
sampling interval.

peak and the hotspot:

)dz. (2.21)

The lower part of figure 2.8a shows the gain response calculated for several positions of
the correlation peak. As it was said before, to find the sampling interval s that ensures
detection of a hotspot with a given length ¢, one has to find the point at which the gain
reaches half of its maximum value (see figure 2.8b), which leads to the following equation:

1 /2 1

Z+ S
fa(l— - ‘)dz_a. (2.22)
_3/2

The dark blue area on figure 2.8 represents the integral in the equation. Considering
that the integral of the whole correlation peak is equal to 1, the sum of surfaces outside the
correlation hotspot (light blue triangles in figure 2.8) has also to be equal to 1/2. These
triangles have bases d — (s/2 + §/2) and d — (—s/2 + 0/2) for the left and the right one,
respectively. Thus, their total surface can be easily found through triangle similarity, re-
placing the integral in equation (2.22):

% ((d=5/2—s/2)% + (d—5/2+5/2)) = . (2.23)

N | —
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Figure 2.9: Minimum sampling interval required to obtain a given spatial resolution for the per-
fect square modulation (dashed red line) and the non-instantaneous phase modulation
(solid blue line). The dash-dotted black line represents the asymptotic case commonly
used in the state-of-the-art considering a sampling interval equal to the spatial resolu-
tion.

This equation can be easily solved for s:

s=V-2d* +4d5 + 6°. (2.24)

Equation (2.24) gives the largest sampling interval s for a reliable detection of a hotspot
of length § using a correlation peak FWHM equal to d. This expression is valid for a
hotspot size § ranging from 2d(1 - 1/1/2), the smallest detectable hotspot size, up to the
FWHM of the correlation peak d, at which the dependence reaches the asymptote s = d.
The dashed line on figure 2.9 shows the result of this calculation for d = 14 mm. The best
possible spatial resolution (the case presented at figure 2.7b) is equal to 5.2 mm.

For the case of nonistantaneous phase transition the relation between the sampling
interval and the spatial resolution has to be derived numerically by convolving the cor-
relation peak with the hotspot. The solid blue line in figure 2.9 shows the the result of
this calculation; the best possible spatial resolution in this case is equal to 5mm'. Gener-
ally, for a given spatial resolution a sensor with imperfect modulation requires a smaller
sampling interval than the one with the perfectly rectangular phase modulation.

"It may look strange that the spatial resolution is slightly better for the imperfect modulation, but one
needs to remember that the noise levels are higher for such a case, thus, the overall performance of the
imperfect system is worse.
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Figure 2.10: Experimental setup for phase-coding sensing

2.3 Experiment

2.3.1 Setup

The experimental implementation of the phase-correlated sensing technique is shown
on figure 2.10. The output of a distributed-feedback diode laser (DFB) passes through
a phase modulator driven by a PRBS generator. The clock of the generator was set to
11 GHz which corresponds to the bit duration of 90 ps. The phase-modulated light is
split in two arms with a 50/50 fibre coupler. The bottom branch is used to generate the
pump wave; it starts with an EOM that applies a slow amplitude modulation, required for
further lock-in detection. Further, the light gets amplified by an EDFA and is launched
into the sensing fibre through a circulator.

The top branch is used to generate the signal wave; first, the light passes through an
electro-optic modulator (EOM) driven by an high-frequency (~10.86 GHz) signal, gener-
ating two side-bands equally separated from the carrier frequency. The two side-bands
pass through a polarisation switch, required to mitigate the polarisation dependence of
the Brillouin interaction [51]. Further, a delay fibre is used to position a high-order cor-
relation peak inside the sensing fibre (as it was described in section 2.1.1). Finally, the
side-bands are amplified in an erbium-doped fibre amplifier (EDFA) and launched inside
the 200 m long sensing fibre through an optical isolator.

After interacting with the pump inside the sensing fibre the signal wave is filtered on
a fibre Bragg grating (FBG), leaving only one of the side-bands. The selected side-band is
detected by a photodetector connected to the input of a lock-in amplifier.
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Figure 2.11: Brillouin gain spectrum measured along the 200 m fibre: a) raw measurement and
b) processed data with the background removed.
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Figure 2.12: Brillouin frequency measured along a 200 m fibre

2.3.2 Measurement

By tuning the clock (and, therefore, the bit duration) of the PRBS generator, 300 positions
were addressed along the sensing fibre; for each, the Brillouin gain spectrum (BGS) was
measured. The result of this measurements can be seen on figure 2.11a. Due to the pres-
ence of random-gratings, to the phase shift not being perfectly equal to 7, and to other
spurious effects, the measurement contains a strong background signal and no details
can be discerned. However, the shape of this background is given by the noise integrated
over the whole fibre length and therefore it is the same for all the measurements. This way,
the measurements during which the correlation peak is positioned outside of the sensing
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Figure 2.13: Brillouin gain spectrum measurement for a 10 mm long hotspot positioned at the
end of a 200 m long fibre and the extracted Brillouin frequency shift (white dots)

fibre can be used as a reference to normalise other measurements, leaving only the gain
at a given point. The results of this normalisation are shown on figure 2.11b. After the
normalisation the Brillouin frequency shift was determined at each position using a stan-
dard fitting algorithm with the results shown on figure 2.12. It can be seen that the fibre
consists of two sections with Brillouin frequencies of 10.872 GHz and 10.855 GHz.

2.3.3 Spatial resolution

The spatial resolution that would normally be expected for the bit duration of 90 ps is
equal to 9 mm - the FWHM of a triangular correlation peak. However, as it was shown
in section 2.2.3 not only the shape of the correlation peak deviates significantly for a per-
fect triangle, but also the spatial resolution of the system depends on the sampling interval.
In order to verify the theoretical model, a 10 mm long hotspot was placed at the end of the
sensing fibre (where the SNR reaches the minimum value) and the BGS was measured for
the positions around it. Figure 2.13 shows that the hotspot is clearly resolved with observ-
able shift of the Brillouin frequency from 10.852 GHz to 10.888 GHz, which corresponds
to a temperature change of 33 °C. The detection of a 1 cm hotspot at a 200 m distance
means that the system is capable of resolving more than 20 000 separate points.

The gain alonga 10 mm long hotspot was predicted using the theoretical model for the
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Figure 2.14: Measured (solid line) and theoretically predicted (dashed line) Brillouin gain along
the hotspot for the Brillouin frequency of the unheated fibre (10.852 GHz).

spatial resolution presented in section 2.2. The results of this modelling are shown on fig-
ure 2.14 (dashed line) along with the actually measured gain (solid line) at the frequency
shift of 10.852 GHz which corresponds to the Brillouin frequency shift of the unheated
section of the fibre. It can be seen that the theoretically predicted drop of the Brilloiun
gain is the same as measured (within the noise range of the system). However, the mea-
sured “dip” in the gain is twice broader than the predicted one (26 mm versus 12 mm).
This can be explained by the transfer of the heat along the fibre which can be seen on
figure 2.13 - the transition from the hotspot’s Brillouin frequency to the frequency of un-
heated fibre is not instantaneous and follows the exponentially decaying behaviour. This
heat transfer effectively increases the size of the hotspot, making impossible the direct
application of the theoretical model.

2.3.4 Spectral filtering of phase-modulated signal

A set of problems that limit the performance of the system comes from the spectral broad-
ening caused by the high-frequency phase modulation. In the experiment the PRBS bit
rate was higher than the Brillouin frequency shift (11 GHz vs 10.86 GHz) meaning that
the Rayleigh scattering from the pump wave strongly overlaps with the signal wave (see
simulated spectra on figure 2.15), making it impossible to separate the two without intro-
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Figure 2.15: Overlapping spectra of phase-modulated pump (grey) and signal (black)

ducing any distortion. Moreover, in order to select a single signal side-band (and filter
out the Rayleigh scattering from the pump) an FBG has to be used. However, an FBGis a
highly dispersive element that can significantly change the phase distribution within the
light spectrum. For the phase-modulated light it leads to a phase-to-intensity conversion.

Figure 2.16 shows the measurement of the dispersion-induced phase-to-intensity con-
version for the signal reflected on the FBG used in the experiment. It can be seen that the
amplitude of the oscillations exceeds 5 % of the average intensity while the thermal noise
of the photodetector is one order of magnitude lower. Moreover, these oscillations are
periodic with the period given by the period of the PRBS. This can potentially lead to a
stroboscopic effect during the lock-in detection.

2.4 Discussion

Phase-correlation technique showed a capability of resolving more than 20 000 separate
points. A further improvement is limited by the noise and the background signal accu-
mulated over the whole fibre length. For the sensing length of 200 m this background
accounts for 99 % of the whole response. To some extent this problem can be solved by
replacing the PRBS with the Golomb code which was shown to suppress the acoustic wave
generation outside of correlation peaks [52, 53]. But for a significant improvement the
noise of the system has to be made independent from the measurement distance.
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Figure 2.16: Effect of phase to intensity conversion after filtering the signal wave on a FBG
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Chapter 3

Time-gated phase-correlation
technique

The phase-correlation technique using continuous waves works well over short distances;
but as the fibre length increases, the noise from the randomly generated gratings and mod-
ulation imperfections increases as well. As it was observed, the randomly-generated weak
gratings and the imperfections in the phase modulation are capable of producing a strong
background signal. In fact, in the experiment with a 200 m long sensing fibre, shown in
the previous chapter, only 1 % of the detected signal corresponds to the useful gain. Even
though the strong background signal can be subtracted from all the measurements, it’s
presence can significantly reduce the SNR of the measurement. This effect scales linearly
with the fibre length and effectively limits the system to a maximum of 100 000 points [4],
e.g. 1 km sensing range with 10 mm spatial resolution. Additionally, only one correlation
peak is allowed within the fibre leading to a single point being measured at a time. Both
of these limitations can be overcome by gating the continuous pump wave intensity with
an pulse and detecting the signal wave in time domain.

3.1 Time gating

A simple explanation of this technique is shown on figure 3.1. A phase modulated pump
pulse and a continuous signal wave counterpropagate inside the fibre. Since the PRBS is
periodic, the phase pattern in the pump pulse is present multiple times in the signal wave,
leading to multiple correlation peaks being positioned inside the fibre (figure 3.1ab). The
pump-signal interaction is limited to the position of the pump pulse; when the pump
pulse overlaps with the position of a correlation peak, the acoustic wave starts to grow
and the signal wave gets amplified. As in the case of the continuous pump, randomly-
generated weak gratings appear outside of the correlation peaks; but the noise accumu-
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Figure 3.1: Combining phase modulation with time-gating of the pump wave: a) phase-
modulated pulsed pump and continuous signal; b) multiple correlation peaks gener-
ated along the fibre; ¢) Time-domain response from each correlation peak.

lated from them is limited by the pump pulse duration and, therefore, is independent of
the sensing fibre length. For a pump pulse shorter than the PRBS period, the responses
of the multiple correlation peaks along the fibre can be detected simultaneously within a
single temporal trace (figure 3.1c).

In purely time-domain high resolution sensors (DPP, etc.) the detection bandwidth
is given by the spatial resolution. For example, to achieve 1 cm spatial resolution a band-
width of 10 GHz is needed. At the same time, for the time-gated phase-correlation sensor
the bandwidth is given by the duration of the pump pulse that can be on the scale of
tens of nanoseconds. Therefore, a bandwidth below 100 MHz can be used, significantly
reducing the noise in the detection system.

3.1.1 Experimental setup

The experimental setup that combines phase correlation with time-domain acquisition is
shown on figure 3.2. As before, the output of a distributed feedback laser diode is directed
into a phase-modulator driven by a pseudo-random bit sequence applying a phase shift of
either 0 or 7. Two PRBS durations were used in the experiment: 32 767 bits (215 —1)and
1023 bits (2'° — 1) which will be further referred to as long and short respectively. A bit
duration of 140 ps was used, corresponding to a 14 mm FWHM of the correlation peak.
After the phase modulation the light is split by a coupler. The lower branch is used to
create the pump pulses; first, the light passes through an electro-optical modulator and
is modulated by a microwave signal, generating two spectral side-bands. One of the side-
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Figure 3.2: Experimental setup. EDFA: erbium-doped fibre amplifier; FBG: fibre Bragg grating;
PRBS: pseudo-random binary sequence; SOA: semiconductor optical amplifier.

bands is selected on a fibre Bragg grating connected via an optical circulator. After that,
the pulses are generated in a semiconductor optical amplifier that ensures the extinction
ratio of more than 50 dB. An erbium-doped fibre amplifier (EDFA) is used to boost the
pulse amplitude to achieve the best sensor response while avoiding the nonlinear effects.

The top branch on figure 3.2 is used to create the signal wave. The phase-modulated
signal wave passes through a polarisation switch used, as before, to address both of the
polarisation states to mitigate the polarisation dependence of the Brillouin interaction. A
50 km-long delay fibre is used to allocate the higher order correlation peaks inside the
sensing fibre. Further, the signal is amplified by an EDFA to compensate for the losses
inside the delay fibre and is launched into the sensing fibre.

The pump and the signal are counterpropagating in a 17.5 km-long sensing fibre (a
standard single-mode fibre); after they interact the signal is sent into the detection part of
the setup. At the detection the signal is directed onto a 125 MHz photodetector followed
by a 15 MHz low-pass filter to reduce the electrical noise. The detected time trace is im-
mediately processed, saving the data corresponding to the gain on the correlation peaks
and discarding the rest.

In order to minimise the impact of the phase-to-intensity conversion noise men-
tioned in section 2.3.4, the side-band generation and the spectral filtering were done in
the pump branch. This change has two effects: the noise is naturally integrated within
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Figure 3.3: Gain along the fibre for a) long and b) short PRBS

the pump pulse; and, more importantly, only the low-frequency noise is transferred to
the signal wave [54, 55]. This change reduced the measurement time by 10 times due to
a smaller number of averages required in the detection system. The only effect that this
new implementation has is related to the Rayleigh scattering generated by the pump that
reaches the photo-detector. Although the relative contribution of the Rayleigh backscat-
tered signal can be reduced in relation to the correlation peaks response by optimising the
probe power, there will be always a small Rayleigh component present in the measured
traces. However, the spectral response of the Rayleigh scattering is naturally flat; there-
fore, this component has no real impact on the spectral measurements of the Brillouin
gain, and can be easily eliminated by a simple data processing.

3.1.2 Time-domain traces

Figure 3.3 shows measured Brillouin gain acquired at the peak Brillouin gain frequency
along the sensing fibre, for long (figure 3.3a) and short PRBS (figure 3.3b), using a pump
pulse of 70 ns. Note that the correlation peak amplitudes vary slightly along the fibre be-
cause of the variations of the Brillouin frequency. For the long PRBS, correlation peaks are
considerably separated (by 460 m) and a relatively strong background signal is observed.
This background signal is caused by the spectral properties of the phase-modulated light
and will be explained later. For the short PRBS, the separation between correlation peaks
becomes small (14 m), and the background signal almost disappears.

This background signal originates from the non-zero linewidth of the Brillouin gain
spectrum. The spectra of the two phase-modulated waves consist of multiple lines, sep-
arated spectrally by the PRBS repetition rate. Figure 3.4 shows the spectrum measured
for the light modulated with a 127 bit long PRBS. A zoom-in shown on figure 3.4 shows
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Figure 3.5: Cross-interaction between multiple spectral lines of phase-modulated pump and sig-
nal waves for a) long and b) short PRBS (the line separation is not to scale)

spectral lines with separation of 7 GHz/127 = 55 MHz. For the long and short PRBS
used in the experiment the line separation is equal to 215 kHz and 6.8 MHz, respectively,
which is beyond the resolution of the available optical spectrum analyser.

Due to a small line separation and the 30 MHz width of the Brillouin gain, each spec-
tral line in the pump wave can interact with more than one hundred lines in the probe for
the long PRBS case, whilst for the short PRBS, this number goes down to only five (see
figure 3.5). This explains the strong difference in the background level for two time traces
in figure 3.3. Te origin of this behaviour is the presence of slowly varying components in
the modulation signal - slow enough for the acoustic wave to follow them.
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3.2 Optimal pump pulse duration

One of the parameters of the system that needs to be optimised to achieve the best per-
formance is the duration of the pump pulse. The pulse duration has actually multiple
distinct effects on the measured traces. For pulses shorter than ~30 ns, the acoustic wave
at each correlation peak does not have enough time to reach the steady state amplitude,
leading to a poor sensor response. In addition, short pulses require large detection band-
width, which increases the noise of the measurements. On the other hand, longer pulses
introduce more noise accumulated from randomly-generated gratings, weak permanent
gratings coming from the non-instantaneous phase change, and other spurious effects,
thus also leading to a decrease in SNR. The pump pulse duration also defines the min-
imum separation between consecutive correlation peaks so that their responses do not
overlap. An optimum pulse width has to be found to minimise the measurement time.

3.2.1 Pump pulse duration and the system’s response

In order to find the time evolution of the acoustic wave amplitude in the correlation peak,
equation (1.28) for the acoustic wave amplitude has to be solved:

8@ z, t . *

D L 1, 0t) = i Ap( )AL (2,1). 6.
At the centre of the correlation peak the phases of the pump and the signal are perfectly
correlated, meaning that the term A, (z = 0,2) AJ(z = 0,t) does not change in time'. It
means that equation (3.1) can be simplified and solved to find the evolution of the acoustic
wave in time (setting the z-axis origin in the centre of the correlation peak and assuming
that the interaction between the optical waves starts at ¢ = 0):

t
Q(z=0,t) = jg1 ApAL fexp(—(t—f')TA))dt'
(3.2)

I (1 exp (1))

This equation gives the temporal response of the acoustic wave at the maximum amplitude
of the correlation peak, while at other positions the interaction is weaker accordingly to
the shape of the correlation peak as it was discussed in section 2.2.1.
The evolution of the amplitude of the signal wave is given by equation (1.38):
0A (2, t) 1 0As(2,t) 1
L - — Ll = =259, A, (2, 8)Q" (2,1t 3.3
9z Ug ot 2]92 p( )Q ( ) )7 ( )

'Since the gain is very low we can apply the small gain approximation and consider amplitudes of the
pump and the signal to be constant when calculating the amplitude of the acoustic wave
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where v, is the group velocity and g, is elasto-optic coupling coefficient. Let’s define the
effective size d.g of the correlation peak through the asymptotic shape of the correlation
peak:

deff

Q(z—Ot—Jroo)fQ(z t=+00)dz, (3.4)
which allows us to replace an arbitrarily shaped correlation peak with a rectangular one
with the width of d g and amplitude Q(z = 0,¢) from equation (3.2). Since the bit dura-
tion is much shorter than the acoustic phonon lifetime, we can consider the hotspot as a
point source of gain, solving equation (3.3) at each point of time in a quasi-steady-state
condition:

0A(z,t 1. .
QA0 0, (1)@ (1) 65)
1
A145 = —5]92APQ(Z = Ovt)deff7 (3.6)
A PA
AA, = %P'S (1-exp (-T'at)) . (3.7)
A

Here A A represents the sensor response at the correlation peak. Since the measurement
is performed by a photodetector, the following signal intensity is detected:

= [Ag+ AAJP = A2 + 2AAA, + AA2. (3.8)

The third term is actually very small and can be safely neglected, giving the final equation
for the useful signal of the system:

ngQIstdeff
Al ()= —/——— (1 - -I'at
s(1) T, (1-exp(-T'at)) (3.9)

= gcpIs (1 — exp (_FAt)) )

where I, I, are intensities of the signal and the pump wave and g, = g1921,deq/T o
is the asymptotic gain on the correlation peak. This signal grows while the pump pulse
overlaps with the correlation peak and sharply goes to zero after it has passed.

For the measurement bandwidth adjusted to the inverted pump pulse width ¢py, the
measured signal can be considered to be given by the time average of equation (3.9), as:

lpw

AIsmsr_ gCP : /(1—exp( trA))

1-e ~I'at
gl [1- xp (~Latpw) |
Catpw

(3.10)
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Figure 3.6: Time-domain response for pump pulse durations of 30, 60, 100, 200, 400, and 600 ns.

Knowing the gain g, provided by the correlation peak and the standard deviation oy of
the measurement noise, equation (3.10) can be used to predict the signal-to-noise ratio
(SNR) of the system, as:

AIS msr
SNR=——" (3.11)
OoN

3.2.2 Experimental verification

In order to determine the optimal pump pulse duration, the signal-to-noise ratio of the
measurements and the acquisition time have been evaluated for the pump pulse widths
ranging from 30 ns up to 200 ns, for the long PRBS. Then the procedure has been repeated
for the short PRBS, but in this case a maximum pulse duration of 130 ns has been used
to avoid significant overlapping of the responses of consecutive correlation peaks. In this
experiment the electrical low-pass filter in the receiver has been removed to avoid signal
distortion for short pulse durations. The measured noise for all the traces was found to
be given by the thermal noise of the photodetector, meaning that the noise from the ran-
dom and weak gratings is negligible for these pump pulse durations. The measured time
response of one correlation peak is shown on figure 3.6. It can be seen that initially the
time response grows in amplitude, but eventually it reaches the steady state and after that
simply gets longer. Also note the background signal that was mentioned in section 3.1.2,
it can be seen that it grows rapidly and distorts the measurement.
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Figure 3.7: a) Signal-to-noise ratio and b) measurement time dependence on the pump pulse du-
ration for short (squares) and long (circles) PRBS; dashed line shows theoretically pre-
dicted SNR.

Time traces were filtered digitally to match the bandwidth to the inverse of the pump
pulse duration and the SNR was measured for each trace. Figure 3.7a shows results of this
measurement for both analysed cases as a function of the pulse duration; the theoretical
SNR predicted using the measured noise and equations (3.10) and (3.11) is shown as
well. Measurements are normalised to the SNR obtained with the pulse duration of 70 ns,
which was later used in the experiment. It should be mentioned, though, that the absolute
SNR for the long PRBS is slightly lower due to the higher background component that
introduces some noise into the signal. As it was shown before, the SNR grows with the
pulse duration since i) the acoustic wave has more time to grow and, ii) longer pulses
require smaller detection bandwidth. The theoretical SNR shows a good agreement with
the measurements for the pump pulse duration below 90 ns (see figure 3.7a). After 90 ns
the measured SNR reaches a plateau, for the short PRBS it is caused by the overlap between
responses of two consecutive peaks, while for the long PRBS this is caused by distortions
originating from the increased background signal.

The SNR and the pump pulse duration define the measurement time since they give
the required number of averages and the number of positions scanned, respectively. Fig-
ure 3.7b how the expected measurement time depends on the pump pulse duration. Am-
plitudes in both curves have been normalised to the case of 70 ns pulse duration for a bet-
ter comparison with our final experiment. The actual measurement time with the short
PRBS is 32 times smaller than the one for long PRBS due to the larger number of simulta-
neously addressed correlation peaks. Figure 3.7b shows that the minimum measurement
time is obtained for pulses ranging between 60 ns and 90 ns, which also corresponds to
the range showing the maximum SNR in figure 3.7a.
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Figure 3.8: a) Measured Brillouin frequency distribution along a 17.5 km long fibre and b) respec-
tive frequency uncertainty

3.3 Experiment

3.3.1 Measurement along a 17.5 km long fibre

Based on the previous pulse optimisation of the pump pulse duration, the pulse width
of 70 ns and the short PRBS of 2!° — 1 bits (1023 bits) have been used in our experiment
to maximise the number of correlation peaks in the temporal traces and minimise the
measurement time. Moreover, pulses of 70 ns ensure the absence of temporal overlapping
between responses of consecutive correlation peaks. At the same time, the reached SNR
for this pulse duration corresponds to about 90 % of the maximum SNR (reached at 90 ns),
representing a negligible penalty (less than 0.5 dB) with respect to the optimal SNR level.

A PRBS duration of 1023 bits with bit duration of 140 ps gives a correlation peak sep-
aration of 14.3 m, allowing for a simultaneous measurement of about 1200 points along
the 17.5 km-long fibre in a single temporal trace. The Brillouin gain has been measured us-
ing 512 times averaged temporal traces, while the Brillouin frequency has been retrieved
by fitting the spectrum at each position with a quadratic curve [56]. Results of this fitting
are shown in figure 3.8a. It can be seen that the Brillouin frequency shift is successfully
measured along the whole fibre. Note that the strong variation of measured Brillouin fre-
quency shift is beyond system’s uncertainty (as it will be shown in the next paragraph)
and is due to the actual variation of the Brillouin frequency shift along the fibre.

In order to estimate the uncertainty of the measurement, the standard deviation of
the retrieved Brillouin frequency has been evaluated along the whole fibre by repeating
the measurements multiple times. Figure 3.8b depicts the uncertainty of the estimated
Brillouin frequency as a function of distance, showing an expected exponential growth
along the fibre, which reaches the average value of 1.8 MHz at the farthest fibre end.
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Figure 3.9: a) The shape of the correlation peak for 140 ps bit duration; b) Weak gratings caused
by imperfect phase modulation

3.3.2 Spatial resolution

The modelling of the correlation peak shape and the spatial resolution presented in sec-
tion 2.2 was repeated for the bit duration of 140 ps. The predicted shape of the correlation
peak and the weak gratings generated outside of it are shown on figure 3.9. Comparing
these results with the ones obtained for the bit duration of 90 ps (figure 2.5) we can see that
the correlation peak shape is closer to the perfect case and the weak gratings’ amplitude
is reduced significantly (reflectivity of 3.5 % of the correlation peak’ vs. 15 %).

The resulting relation between the sampling interval and the spatial resolution is
shown on figure 3.10. It can be seen that the best spatial resolution reaches 8.2 mm for the
perfect rectangular modulation and 7.7 mm for the noninstantaneous phase transition.
Also, generally, the curve for the imperfect modulation is closer to the one correspond-
ing for the perfectly rectangular modulation than it was for the bit duration of 90 ps (fig-
ure 2.9). It can be easily explained - for a fixed transition time a lower-frequency phase
modulation is closer to a perfectly rectangular one.

In order to check the spatial resolution of the implemented system a hotspot of 14 mm
was placed at the farthest end of the sensing fibre (i.e. at 17.5 km distance). The Brillouin
gain spectrum (BGS) was measured around the hotspot position and the Brillouin fre-
quency was extracted for each fibre position, as shown in figure 3.11. The sampling inter-
val within the hotspot has been set to 2.8 mm, which, according to the results presented
on figure 3.10 gives an expected spatial resolution of 8 mm. The hotspot is clearly resolved
with an observable heat transfer along the fibre. The measured Brillouin frequency profile

*Once again, the spatial resolution is better for the imperfect modulation, but in this case it is even more
pronounced.
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Figure 3.10: Minimum sampling interval required to obtain a given spatial resolution for the per-
fect square modulation (dashed red line) and the non-instantaneous phase modula-
tion (solid blue line). The dash-dotted black line represents the asymptotic case of
sampling interval being equal to the spatial resolution.

suggests that the spatial resolution is indeed better than 14 mm; however, it is difficult to
make a definitive claim in this case due to the observed longitudinal heat transfer along
the fibre.

For the verification of the spatial resolution, a sharp transition in the Brillouin fre-
quency would be more appropriate. The strain-induced change in the Brillouin frequency
is a promising source of such transition; for example, inside a standard optical connector.
To fabricate fibre connectors (such as standard FC-PC or FC-APC connectors), the opti-
cal fibre is glued inside a ceramic ferrule which applies a strain to the fibre, resulting in a
sharp shift of the Brillouin frequency. The Brillouin gain spectrum was measured inside
the APC connectors at both ends of the sensing fibre (marked with red dots on figure 3.2).

The first measurement was carried out for connector 1, linking the farthest end of the
sensing fibre and the attached isolator. At this point the system shows the lowest SNR,
resulting in the most challenging condition to verify the high spatial resolution of the sys-
tem. Figure 3.12a shows the measured Brillouin gain spectrum and the retrieved Brillouin
frequency (white circles) at each fibre position. It can be seen that the 16 mm-long section
under strain is clearly resolved with sharp transitions at both sides, demonstrating that
the system is capable of resolving even shorter perturbations in Brillouin frequency shift.
Figure 3.12b shows the gain response of the sensor at 10.86 GHz - the average Brillouin
frequency shift outside the connectors. The drop of the Brillouin gain, as a consequence
of the strain inside the connectors, is clearly observed. In addition, the sensor response
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Figure 3.11: Brillouin gain spectrum measured in the vicinity of a 14 mm long hotspot positioned
at the end of the 17.5km long fibre. White circles show the extracted Brillouin fre-
quency shift.

has been theoretically estimated based on the model presented in section 2.2.2. This re-
sponse is also illustrated in the figure (red dashed line), showing a good agreement with
the experimental trace and validating the theoretical model.

The measurement was repeated for connector 2 linking the beginning of the sens-
ing fibre and the circulator. At this position the SNR of the measurements shows the
maximum value, so that it was possible to perform the measurement with the shortest
available bit duration of 80 ps. The modelling was repeated, predicting a spatial reso-
lution of 4.5 mm for the sampling interval of 2mm. Figure 3.12c shows the measured
Brillouin spectrum and the retrieved BFS, while figure 3.12d compares the experimental
and theoretically-predicted gain response versus fibre location at the average peak gain
frequency of 10.87 GHz. Once again, a good agreement is observed.

The agreement between the theory and the experiment in both measurements vali-
dates the theoretical model and the approach presented in section 2.2 for the spatial res-
olution of a phase-correlation Brillouin sensor. It means that the spatial resolution ob-
tained with a sampling interval of 4.7 mm and bit duration of 140 ps is equal to 8.3 mm,
as shown on figure 3.10. Thus, the system is capable of resolving 2 100 000 points along
the whole sensing fibre.

3.3.3 Brillouin scattering in tapered fibres

The high spatial resolution of phase-correlation Brillouin sensors can be used to measure
Brillouin gain in small devices, e.g. tapered fibres. A tapered fibre is produced by gently
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Figure 3.12: (a) Brillouin gain spectrum and extracted Brillouin frequency (white dots) inside the
connector 1 at the farthest end of the 17.5 km-long fibre using 140 ps bit duration;
(b) gain for the average Brillouin frequency of the fibre: measured (blue line) and
theoretically predicted (dashed red line); (c) and (d) the same information for the
measurement of connector 2 at the beginning of the fibre with the bit duration of
80 ps.

stretching an optical fibre while it is heated, e.g. over a flame, such that the glass becomes
soft. This procedure makes the fibre thinner over some length; normally, on a scale of sev-
eral millimetres or centimetres. Tapered fibres have a large number of optical properties
that make them attractive for both fundamental physics and photonic technologies. In ad-
dition to providing strong light confinement and enhanced nonlinear optical effects [57,
58], they also exhibit a large evanescent field, enabling applications not currently possible
with conventional optical fibres.

As the diameter of a fibre changes along the tapered region, so does the acoustic mode
configuration; at small diameters surface acoustic modes appear which can significantly
increase Brillouin scattering efficiency. This effect was modelled [59] but not experimen-
tally studied. We decided to apply the phase-correlation sensing technique to measure
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Figure 3.13: a) Silica tapered fibre structure; b) Brillouin gain measurement along the taper. White
dots correspond to the fitting of Brillouin frequency shift for two modes.

Brillouin gain spectrum along two tapered fibre samples.

The first sample was manufactured from a standard single mode fibre, with the ta-
pered region length of 25 mm and the diameter of 3.5 um as shown on figure 3.13a. The
measured Brillouin gain spectrum is shown on figure 3.13b along with the extracted Bril-
louin frequency shift. As the diameter of the fibre decreases Brillouin gain spectrum splits
into two peaks: one close to 11.1 GHz - Brillouin frequency of untapered fibre. The other
Brillouin gain peak starts 11.07 GHz and quickly shifts to 10.85 GHz as diameter of the
fibre decreases. Inside the waist region Brillouin gain for the second peak is three times
larger than for the first which can be attributed to a better overlap between optical waves
and the acoustic wave mode responsible for this peak.

In the second experiment a chalcogenide (As,Se3) sample was used. This sample had
a 13 cm long tapered region with a diameter of 1.65 um. Figure 3.14 shows the measured
Brillouin gain spectrum and the extracted Brillouin frequency shift, which is lower for
chalcogenide fibres. No fine structure was observed in this measurement, except for a
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Figure 3.14: Brillouin gain measurement along the chalcogenide taper. White dots correspond to
the fitting of Brillouin frequency shift.

minor variation of Brillouin frequency shift.

A more interesting picture appears when Brillouin gain spectrum is observed sepa-
rately for two polarisation states of the signal wave, as seen on figure 3.15. It can be seen
that for each polarisation Brillouin gain goes from the maximum value to the minimum
and back again. This behaviour is caused by the birefringence that rotates polarisations of
the pump and the signal making them either co-aligned (maximum gain) or orthogonal
(no gain). The observed beat length of 4 cm corresponds to a birefringence of approxi-
mately 3.9 x 107>, It means that the tapered region may have a slightly elliptical shape
that is preserved along the whole waist region.

A detailed analysis of this data is outside of the scope of this work, but it clearly shows
that the phase-correlated sensing technique allows for a detailed measurement of Bril-
louin gain spectrum in compact devices, showing how fine structure affects Brillouin fre-
quency shift, and revealing the birefringence.

3.4 Discussion
As it was shown in this chapter, time gating significantly improves the performance of
a phase-correlated sensor, increasing the number of points by two orders of magnitude

(2000000 versus 20 000 points). For the first time in the history of distributed Brillouin
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Figure 3.15: Brillouin gain measurement along the chalcogenide taper measured separately for
two polarisation of signal wave. Oscillations between maxima and minima of gain
are a sign of birefringence.

sensing, measurements with centimetre scale resolution are demonstrated at a distance
of tens of kilometres.

The theoretical model introduced in the previous chapter is expanded to calculate the
signal-to-noise ratio depending on the duration of the pump pulse. Once again, a good
agreement is observed between the modelling and the experimental results, proving that
the spatial resolution of the system is better than the full width at half maximum of the
correlation peak.

Measurements of the Brillouin gain spectrum along tapered fibres show that the phase-
correlation technique can be a powerful tool in studying such optical elements. It can
show how the modal configuration (optical and acoustic) depends on the geometrical
structure and reveal its irregularities.
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Chapter 4

Addressing the limits

Time gating allowed increasing the number of points resolved by a phase-correlated sen-
sor by two orders of magnitude. However, as any other technique, this one has its own
limitations. Combining high spatial resolution with long measurement distance brings
together limiting factors of both domains: fibre losses, nonlinear effects, long measure-
ment time due to a point-by-point measurement. This chapter addresses the limitations
and proposes solutions that can be used to minimise their effect or overcome them com-
pletely.

4.1 Power limitations

The measured Brillouin gain is proportional to the power of the pump wave, which makes
raising the power the most straight-forward way of increasing the signal-to-noise ratio.
However, nonlinear effects set a limit to pump power, especially for long sensing distances.
For standard single mode fibres (SMF) this limit is given by the modulation instability
(MI), which, for fibres longer than 15km limits the peak power of the pump wave to
some 100 mW [46]. Modulation instability occurs only in systems exhibiting anomalous
dispersion, which is the case for the SMF at the commonly used wavelengths. Specifically
designed dispersion-shifted fibres (DSF) exhibit normal dispersion making modulation
instability impossible. Using such fibres it is possible to extend the limit for the pump
power to about 400 mW [46] at which the stimulated Raman scattering starts to occur.
However, using DSF in phase-correlated setups proves to be impossible due to the
spectral characteristics of the interacting waves. As it was shown in the previous chapter
the spectrum of a light wave modulated with a PRBS consists of multiple equidistant lines
with the separation equal to the period of the PRBS 1/ Ny T,;; (see figure 3.4). Optical
waves with such spectrum are very prone to another nonlinear effect called four-wave
mixing (FWM), which in this case leads to an energy transfer between the spectral compo-
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Figure 4.1: Spectral distortion of phase-modulated signal due to a combination of four-wave mix-
ing and self-phase modulation.

nents. In DSF this effect is especially pronounced due to the zero dispersion wavelength
being close to the interacting waves. It makes application of DSF in phase-correlation
sensors impossible. Figure 4.1 shows how nonlinear effects distort the spectrum of phase-
modulated light.

Pulse coding has been proved to be an efficient technique to overcome limitations
of the pump power. In this method a single pump pulse is replaced by a set of pulses
with the same peak power. Responses of each pulse sum up together creating a trace with
a bigger response, which though cannot be used directly. The measurement has to be
repeated with several configurations of pulses producing, after post-processing, a final
measurement with an improved signal-to-noise ratio.

All the pulse-coding techniques used in classic time-domain sensors [16, 17, 19] can
be directly applied to the time-gated phase-correlation technique. Moreover, London et
al. [60] showed due to specifics of the correlation-based technique, other coding schemes
can be applied.

4.2 Number of points and measurement time

The number of points that a sensor is capable of resolving is given by the quotient of
the measurement distance and the spatial resolution. Thus, it can be increased by both
improving the spatial resolution and extending the sensing distance. However, it can be
shown that the measurement time increases highly nonlinearly for both ways.
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size is halved; b) signal intensity change drops twice; ¢) number of correlation peak
positions doubles.

4.2.1 Spatial resolution improvement

Let’s see how the measurement time changes when the spatial resolution changes twofold,
e.g. from 2 cm to 1 cm. First, as it can be seen from figure 4.2ab the size of the correlation
peak decreases twice leading to a twofold drop in the measured change in the signal wave
intensity (see equation (3.9)). In order to compensate the following change in the SNR,
the number of averages has to be increased four times. Additionally, the number of corre-
lation peak positions that have to be scanned to address the whole fibre increases twofold
as seen on figure 4.2¢, leading to an additional increase in the measurement time.

Opverall it leads to a cubic dependence of the measurement time on the spatial resolu-
tion, e.g. for a given distance a sensor capable of resolving 1 000 000 points would be 1000
times slower than a sensor with just 100 000 points.

There is also a direct limitation for the spatial resolution given by the spectral shape of
the phase-modulated light (already discussed in section 2.3.4). The spectral width of the
modulated waves is given by the bit rate of the PRBS which defines the spatial resolution.
A higher spatial resolution requires a faster phase modulation, which makes spectra of
interacting waves overlap heavily, introducing a strong noise during the filtering process.
It means that while achieving a higher spatial resolution is possible (e.g. using amplified
stimulated emission of an EDFA as a light source [61]) it will certainly lead to a decrease
in the SNR and, therefore, in measurement distance.
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Figure 4.3: Measurement time change for a twofold increase in the sensing distance.

4.2.2 Distance improvement

Derivation of the measurement time impact to a twofold increase in the sensing distance
is not as straightforward. First, the time of flight through the fibre linearly depends on its
length; thus, the time needed to acquire a single time trace will grow twice. The change
in the signal wave intensity will drop down for two reasons: first, the losses in the fibre
scale exponentially with the distance; second, the limit for the pump power depends on
the nonlinear effects which makes it inversely proportional to the effective length of the
fibre Loy = (1 — exp(—aL))/a, where « is the loss coeflicient with the typical value
of 0.05km™" in SMF for the wavelength of 1.5 um. The required number of averages for
each acquired time trace is inversely proportional to the square of the signal-to-noise ratio,
that depends linearly on the pump power. Overall it gives the following dependence of
the measurement time on the sensing distance:

1- AY
MO Gl I @)

e—2aL

where the numerator of the fraction corresponds to the decrease in pump power due to
the nonlinearity limit, the denominator corresponds to the increasing loss (a factor 2 is
due to the back-and-forth propagation), and multiplier L is the linear increase of the time
of flight. Figure 4.3 shows how much the measurement time increases when the sensing
length is doubled, depending on the original fibre length. It can be seen that it starts
with 8 - the same as for the twofold improvement of the spatial resolution - but it quickly
grows up, reaching more than 25 for a 20 km long fibre.
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Thus, improving the spatial resolution is always preferable to an equivalent improve-
ment in the sensing distance. Yet, as it was mentioned before, the spatial resolution can-
not be improved indefinitely due to the spectral reasons. Once the limit is reached, the
only way to further increase the number of points would be extending the measurement
distance.

One way to do that is to directly compensate fibre losses by a distributed amplification
of the pump and the signal waves. Using Raman amplification measurement distances up
to 100 km were achieved [11-14]. Since the spectrum of Raman amplification is much
broader than spectra of phase-modulated pump and signal it should not introduce any
distortion and, thus, can be directly applied in phase-correlation sensing.

4.2.3 Finding an optimal bit duration

In fact, the measurement time can vary even for a fixed number of points. As it was shown
in section 2.2 the same spatial resolution can be achieved with multiple combinations of
bit duration and sampling interval. Even though these combinations provide the same
spatial resolution, the performance of the system (and, thus, the measurement time) are
not the same. As it was shown in section 3.3.2 the imperfection of the phase modulation
does not have a significant effect for a bit duration of 140 ps. Thus, it is possible to use the
analytical expressions obtained for the perfectly rectangular modulation in order to find
the values that give the shortest measurement time.

The measurement time ¢, is inversely proportional to the sampling interval, since a
shorter sampling interval leads to more points being simultaneously addressed along the
fibre. It is also inversely proportional to the square of the bit duration - the change in the
signal intensity is linearly proportional to the bit duration, thus the required number of
averages is reduced quadratically. Overall ¢, o< 1/ sd?; in order to find its minimum we
rewrite the denominator using equation (2.24) for the sampling interval:

sd? = d*V -2d? + 4d6s - 52 (4.2)

Now we need to take its derivative in order to find the maximum position:

2
(Sd2)l - 2d _2d2 + 4d5 _ 52 + d (—4d + 45), (43)
2V -2d> + 4ds - 82

:(Si\/ﬁ)(S
— 0.

d (4.4)

The maximum is achieved for the plus sign, giving d = (5 + /13)/65 ~ 1.43§ with
the corresponding sampling interval s ~ 0.794. figure 4.4 shows how for a given spatial
resolution the measurement time depends on the correlation peak size. We can see that
for the derived d ~ 1.430 the measurement time is 40 % shorter than for the straight-
forward solution of d = 6.
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Figure 4.4: Measurement time for a given bit duration for a fixed spatial resolution.

4.3 Temperature-dependent position of correlation peaks

Every distributed fibre sensor uses the speed of light and the refractive index of the fibre'
to determine the physical position of the interaction. For the phase-correlated technique
this dependence is observed in equation (2.12):

c L
Zem = (mNbitsTbit + tdelay) - (4.5)
2neff 2

Refractive index defines the separation between correlation peaks and a shift of their posi-
tions due to a relative delay between the pump and the signal waves. As the temperature of
the fibre changes so does the refractive index, affecting the correlation peak positioning.
Thermal expansion also affects the propagation time, but it’s effect on the propagation
time is one order of magnitude smaller [62] and for simplicity it will not be considered
in calculations. The change of the refractive index with the temperature is known to be
¢ = 107K [62]. For a small number of points this change is too small to affect the
system in a significant way. However, as the number reaches hundreds of thousands of
points, it can affect the longitudinal accuracy of the sensor which to be accounted for.

Once again, a non-dispersive medium approximation is used, i.e. the group refractive index is consid-
ered to be equal to the phase refractive index.
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4.3.1 Uniform temperature shift

Let’s start with a simple case of a uniform temperature change along the fibre, leading to
a change in the effective refractive index of An.g. In this case the equation (4.5) can be
applied directly to find the new position of the correlation peak:

, c L
= (MNuyThi + Laetay) + =
Zem 2(neff N Aneff) (m bits+ bit delay) 2 (4 6)
c Ang\ L '
N (mNbitsTbit + tdelay) (1 - . ) 5
Neft Teff 2

The difference between equations (4.5) and (4.6) gives the amount by which the correla-
tion peak position shifts due to the temperature change:

Angg ¢
AZ"c,m = (mNbitsTbit + tdelay)
Aneﬁ L ’
el R
Teff

The change in the position of the correlation peak is proportional to its initial distance
from the centre of the fibre, thus, affecting the most the measurements at the beginning
and at the end of the fibre.

To check this dependence the Brillouin frequency shift was measured around a hotspot
positioned at the end of a 17.5 km long fibre for three values of the ambient temperature,
results of this measurements are shown on figure 4.5. It can be seen that the measured
position of the correlation peak increases with the temperature, changing by 27 cm when
the temperature grows by 5 K which is in a good agreement with equation (4.7):

Angg L\ 5x107° 17.5km
(o =3)-

-—=)=— (17.5km—
2 1.44

) =30cm. (4.8)
Nefr

4.3.2 Arbitrary temperature distribution

In order to find how the correlation peak positioning changes for an arbitrary distribution
of refractive index (given by the temperature) we have to rewrite equations (2.7) and (2.8)
for the propagation times of the pump and the signal waves and then use equation (2.11)
to find positions of the correlation peaks. Equations for the propagation times are:

z

1
tp(2) = E/neﬂ(z) dz, (4.9)
0
, L
ty(2) = Z/neﬁ(z) dz + tgelay - (4.10)
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Figure 4.5: Measured Brillouin frequency shift along the fibre for several ambient temperatures

Combining them together it is possible to write the equation for the position of the cor-
relation peaks:

Zom L

1 1

p ]neﬂ(z) dz = p [neff(z) dz + tgelay + MT it Npits - (4.11)
0

Zc,m

During a measurement multiple points are acquired, let’s define ¢ = ¢¢1ay +1m T3¢ Npits
- the position of a measurement point in time domain, which is known since all the ele-
ments that define it are known. For each point the temperature 7;(t) (that can be con-
verted to a refractive index N (1)) is measured.” The goal is to find the dependence
z(t) which allows to position all the measured points at correct locations. Let’s define
two limiting time points ¢ and ¢,,,4 so that z(¢y) = 0 and z(¢.,q) = L. Rewriting equa-
tion (4.11) using newly defined variables we can get a shorter form®

1 z(t) 1 L
- [ Neg(z) do = — / Neg(x)dz + 1, (4.12)
cd %
z(t) L
f Neg () dx - [ Neg(x) de = ct. (4.13)
0 =(t)

*The subscript ¢ is used to distinguish between the measured distribution in time domain and the dis-
tribution in distance that we want to find.

*Variable z will be used for the longitudinal coordinate under the integral, while z will be used for the
integral range.

60



4.3. Temperature-dependent position of correlation peaks

We also rewrite n.g(2) as a sum of its average and a small variation Ang(2):
N (2) = Negr + Aneg(2) . (4.14)

The average refractive index n.4 can be found knowing the average of longitudinal tem-
perature distribution 7°(z), which in first approximation is equal the average of the mea-
sured T;(t). Similarly we can rewrite z(t) as the sum of the zero order approximation

and a variation:
ct

L
2(t) = =+ —— + Az(t). (4.15)
2 2neﬂr
Let’s also note that by the definition of average:
| k
7 f Neg(2) dz = Negr (4.16)
0
therefore:
L
f Angg(z)dz=0. (4.17)
0

Using this, we can rewrite the left term of equation (4.13):

z(t) L z(t) L z(t)
[ nea(@)do- [ ng@)do= [ na(@)de-| [ na(@)de- [ (o) do
0 z(t) 0 0 0

z(t)
= 2/neff(x) dz — neg L,

0
(4.18)
and thus rewrite the integral equation (4.13) in an even simpler form
z(t)
2 [ Neg () dz = ct + negL . (4.19)
0

By using ¢, as the argument for this equation and remembering that z(t,) = 0 we can
obtain a simple equation for 7.

Cto

o = =2 (4.20)
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The integral term of this equation can be rewritten in terms of time-domain coordi-
nate:
z(t) t

aneﬁ(x)dx:2{[neﬁ,t(7)d(§+2?: +Aa:(7'))

n
0 ff

+ Aa:'(’r)) dr

&
2N

-2 [ (A ()

t

AR
~ f (c + neff—’t(T)c + ZﬁeﬁAx/(T)) dr (4.21)
Nefr
to
t t
=c(t—ty) + _c f Afeg (7) AT + 2Negy / Az'(T)dr
to

Nefr i

0

= ot~ tg) + -~ f Afiggs o (1) dr + 271 (A2 (t) - Az(t)) .
eff 7

n

Remembering that nL = —ct( (equation (4.20)) and Az(ty) = 0 (since z(¢g) is equal to
zero by the definition of ¢) let’s return to equation (4.21):

t
c(t - ty) + f Afiggy (1) dr + 27 Az (t) = —cto + ct, (4.22)
to
t
Ax(t) = ——5 f Afgg () dr . (4.23)
2N ;

Or, in terms of the temperature (as before, £ = 107° K ! is the refractive index change
with the temperature):

t
fg / AT(r)dr. (4.24)

Qneﬁ' i
0

Az(t) = -

Figure 4.6 shows how this algorithm can be applied. The measured temperature dis-
tribution gets integrated and Az () is calculated from it. After that, this displacement is
added to the zero order approximation (equation (4.15)) leading to the final equation for
the dependence of longitudinal position on the position in time domain:

t
z(t):§+ b _ Cg [AT(T)d’T. (4.25)
eff %

2Neg 27,
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Figure 4.6: Compensation of positioning for the temperature varying along the fibre: a) integrat-

ing the measured temperature distribution; b) calculating displacement for each point;
¢) adding displacement to the zero order approximation of the uniform temperature.

Using this equation it’s possible to correctly determine longitudinal position of measured
data points, accounting for the temperature-dependent refractive index variation.
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4.4 Discussion

Summing things up we can see that while there are multiple problems standing in the way
of further improving the number of points resolved using phase-correlation technique,
there exist techniques that to some extent allow overcoming them. The measurement time
of a sensor can be improved - without changing the experimental setup - by choosing the
optimal combination of correlation peak size and sampling interval. It means that clearly
there is a margin for increasing performance of the phase-correlation technique.

As the number of points will go up the issue of the temperature dependence of the
refractive index will become more pronounced. Still, the presented algorithm will be able
to compensate for it, unless extreme temperatures are used. However, since Brillouin fre-
quency shift depends not only on temperature but also on strain, the measurement has
to be organised in a way that prevents transversal load of the fibre. With minor modifica-
tions this algorithm can be applied to other distributed temperature sensors, e.g. BOTDA.
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Chapter 5

Brillouin dynamic gratings in
polarisation-maintaining fibres

As it was shown in section 1.2, the acoustic wave generated during the SBS works as a dis-
tributed reflector, with the same working principle as fibre Bragg gratings (FBG’s). This
allows dynamically creating FBG’s with lengths of metres or tens of metres - length un-
achievable by the traditional methods of FBG creation: the interferometric method util-
ising an ultraviolet laser and the point-by-point writing by femtosecond pulses. Such
dynamically generated reflectors are called Brillouin dynamic gratings (BDGs).

Due to the Doppler effect, a dynamic grating has two reflection peaks for two prop-
agation directions. The frequencies of these two peaks are equal to frequencies of two
pumps - the light waves used to create the BDG. Thus in a standard single-mode fibre
the spectrum of light reflected for a BDG will overlap with the spectrum of one of the
pump waves, making it problematic to isolate just the reflection. While it was shown to
be possible [63], a combination of very weak birefringence and temperature dependence
of the refractive index makes such a system unstable in time.

This issue can be circumvented by using highly birefringent optical fibres, also called
polarisation maintaining (PM) fibres. In such fibres the axial symmetry is broken, sep-
arating the two polarisation modes which significantly facilitates usage of BDG’s. This
technique has found many applications such as high-resolution temperature sensing [5],
microwave filter generation [6, 36], and optical signal processing [7, 35]. This chapter is
dedicated to finding new applications of BDG’s for optical signal processing and filtering.

5.1 Brillouin dynamic gratings theory

One of the most commonly used type of PM fibre is made by drilling two holes in the fibre
preform and inserting rods of glass with different properties. After the fibre is drawn and
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5. BRILLOUIN DYNAMIC GRATINGS IN POLARISATION-MAINTAINING FIBRES

stress rods

Figure 5.1: Panda fibre profile

starts cooling down these rods introduce transversal stress due to a difference between
thermal expansion coefficients. This transversal stress changes the refractive index along
one of the axes, inducing the birefringence. Due to the resulting fibre profile, depicted on
figure 5.1, this type of fibre is called Panda.

5.1.1 BDG generation

Let’s think of the BDG as a uniform fibre Bragg grating, generated by two counterprogat-
ing optical waves — pump 1 and pump 2 - polarised along the x-axis of a PM fibre, with
the frequency detuning between them corresponding to the Brillouin frequency shift:

_ 2n,V, _ 2n,Vyvy

5.1
X pa. (5.1)

VB

where v}, is the average frequency of two pumps'. The physical pitch of the dynamic

grating is given by the interference between the two waves:

c

A= .
2n vy,

(5.2)

For the light polarised along the y axis the resonant frequency given by this pitch will be
different due to a different refractive index, giving the following equation for the resonant
frequency of the probe wave:

<l (5.3)

V. =
pr p
2nyA My

"Which for most practical applications can be replaced by the frequency of either of them.
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5.1. Brillouin dynamic gratings theory

X-axis y-axis
pump1  pump?2 probe reflection

Av =v -An/n
P y

»

B, x B, x

3

Vor Vo2 pr . frequency

Figure 5.2: Frequencies of waves participating in generation and read-out of a BDG

Thus, the difference between pump 1 and the resonant probe wave is:

MMy, _An, 54
P P, P (54)
It can be easily seen that Av also gives frequency difference between pump 2 and the
reflected wave (which is spectrally shifted from the probe due to the Doppler effect). Fig-
ure 5.2 shows frequencies of all the waves participating in a BDG experiment. Since the
pump waves and the probe and its reflection are polarised along different axes and sep-
arated spectrally, it is quite easy to isolate the probe’s reflection. It opens possibilities of
applying the BDG's to various sorts of signal processing.

Now we should derive more strict equations that will allow us, for example, finding the
time dependence of a pulse reflection. Once again we consider two counterpropagating
continuous pump waves polarised along the x-axis. Their frequencies are wy,; and wy,9,
and the wave vectors are ky; = n,wp,1/cand kg = n,wpo/c. The amplitude of the acoustic

wave generated by the two pump waves is given by equations (1.10) and (1.41)*:

A LAY
Q=1 (5.5)
1N
where €2 = wy;,; — w9, while the total acoustic wave is
Prot = po + [QE M v (5.6)

where g = kyy + kpo.
Let’s introduce a probe wave which is polarised along the y-axis and is copropagating
with pump 1:
E, = Aprej(kpfz_“’mt) +c.c. (5.7)

* Assuming that amplitudes of both pumps remain constant, i.e. the Brillouin interaction between them
is weak.
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Using equation (1.31) we can write the nonlinear polarisation, keeping only the first order
frequency components:

P= eop{)l'ye (er(qz—Qt) + c.c.) (Aprej(kprz_“’m‘t) + c.c.) 539)
= €000 Ve (Q*Aprej(_(q_kpf)Z_(wPT_Q)t) + c.c.) . '

This nonlinear polarisation will generate a reflected wave with frequency w, = w,, —
and wave vector k, = n,w, /c. The highest reflection will occur when the nonlinear polar-
isation is phase-matched with the reflected wave, i.e. when g - k;,; = k.. This allows for
calculating the central wavelength of the dynamic grating:

q = kpy = Ny, fc (5.9)

kp1 + kpa = kpy = nyw/c (5.10)

(ny(2wp1 = ) = nywpy) [ = ny (W — Q) /e (5.11)
Ny (2wpr = Q) = ny (2w, — Q) . (5.12)

Since (n, —n, )2 is a second-order term, it can be neglected simplifying the equation:

NpWpl = NyWpy - (5.13)
or
n
wpr = _xwpl ’ (514)
Ty
An
Aw = wpy —Wp1 = —Wp1 5 (5.15)

n

the same result as equation (5.4), obtained with the simple FBG model.

5.1.2 Reflection from a dynamic grating

Let’s see what happens when a rectangular probe pulse is sent onto the BDG in a general
case, when the birefringence may vary along the fibre. We start with rewriting the non-
linear polarisation obtained in equation (5.8) using w, = wy,, — {1, the frequency of the
reflected light, and K = g - k,,, the wave vector of the nonlinear polarisation wave (and,
therefore, of the BDG):

pr>

P = ¢4p5™7e (Q*Aprej(_Kz_wrt) + c.c.) . (5.16)
The wave vector of the reflected light is

k.= —2. (5.17)
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5.1. Brillouin dynamic gratings theory

As it was mentioned before, the resonant case of probe being perfectly tuned to the grat-
ing’s reflection peak corresponds to the case of K = k,. This condition does not necessar-
ily holds, but we can write k. = K + Ak, where Ak corresponds to the difference between
two wave vectors due to the probe’s detuning from the resonance and/or birefringence
variations.

Let’s look for a solution for the reflected wave in the form of:

E, = A (z,t)dCE#t) 4 ¢ c. (5.18)
The wave equation for the electrical fields (equation (1.30)) will look this way”

0A wrQn 2 2w,.n 204 w2'y
- K%A, - j2K—L + YA +j Y s = -

Q" Ay (5.19)

Using K = k, — Ak, remembering w,n, /c = k,, and keeping only the first order terms:

DA iy DA, wive

—(kf = 2k, Ak + AK®) A, - 2K~ + kP A, + A 5.20
( T r ) r—J 9z r Ay TJ ot p062Q pro ( )
0A kyn, 0A wiy
+2k, AkA, — j2K L+ j—2 —L =L 2Q*A . 5.21
. e T poCQQ pr (5.21)
This equation can be rewritten for a steady-state condition:
A 2
ok AkA, + j2i O J e ey (5.22)
9z pyc

Remembering K = k,, elasto-optic coefficient g5 = w~,/2ncp,*, and reintroducing the
longitudinal dependence of variables:

JAR()A, + 2 e ey (), (5.23)
0z 2pgcny,
, 04, . ., 7
JAk(Z)AﬁE = —jgaQ" A exp Jf Ak(¢)dC ], (5.24)
20

where the phase term in A, appears due to propagation in a nonuniform fibre, assuming
the BDG with length L which starts at z,. This equation can be solved (details can be
found in appendix B):

zo+L 13

A,(20) = j92Q Ay [ exv | [ 28k(0)dc |de. (525)

* Assuming slowly varying amplitudes
*Here and further w will be used instead of Wp1> Wp2, Wpr, and w; when the difference between the four
frequencies is insignificant; same way n will be used instead of n, and n,,.
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reflections

Figure 5.3: Reflections from a probe pulse. Note that reflections from positions farther than z, +
¢t /2n did not reach z; yet

This equation represents a sum of reflections from the whole fibre with each one having a
phase shift due to the refractive index variation along the fibre up to the point of reflection.

This solution can be applied to the case of a reflection from a pulse with duration 7.
Let’s consider an infinite BDG and see what happens at the moment at which the pulse
has just passed z, as seen on figure 5.3. The reflected signal at position z is an integral
of reflections from zj to zg + ¢7/2n, since reflections from farther regions did not reach
z( yet. At this position in time for the section between z( and z, + ¢7/2n the situation is
indistinguishable from the steady-state case with the BDG being generated solely within
this region. Thus, the reflection at z; can be found using equation (5.25):

zo+cT[2n ¢

Ar(zzzO):jQZQ*Apr(ZO)feXp J 2Ak(<)d€ dg€. (5.26)

20 20

Lets set t = 0 to the moment when the back edge of the pulse enters the BDG. At a
moment ¢ it will reach position z = ct/n:

ct/n+et/2n I3
Az = ctfn,t) = j9:Q" Ap(z = ctn) [ expj [ 28k(Q)ac |, .27)
ct/n ct/n

and at the moment 2t the reflection from this point will come back to the beginning of
the BDG. The probe amplitude A, (z = ct/n,t) is given by the probe amplitude at the
entrance of BDG with an additional phase shift due to the variation of the refractive index:

<t
2n

A (z=ct/n) = A, (2=0)exp f Ak(&)dE| - (5.28)
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During the backpropagation the reflected signal will accumulate the same phase shift. We
can now write the equation for the reflected signal at the entrance of the BDG at a given
time:

c(i+‘r)

A= 0.) = jg2Q" Apee” [ exp j f 20K ¢ [, (529)

2n 271
<t

é(t) = 2 f Ak(€) de€. (5.30)
0

For a short pulse we can consider Ak to be constant within the distance ¢7/2n, and equa-
tion (5.29) can be simplified:

C(t+-r)
DRI, em)fexp wa:( ~)ac |a
2n 2n
C(t+-r)
jp(t) o _C_t
= jg2Q" A, e fexp(]ZAk(mL)(f 2n))dg (5.31)
2n
= j92Q" Ay ed? O L (20K (&) ) - 1
2k (2]
) . ‘ o
~ j92Q Aprew(t)%

5.2 Flip-flop

A classical flip-flop is and electronic circuit that has two stable states which are associated
with logical 0 and 1. A flip-flop can be switched from one state to another using an electri-
cal signal, enabling the usage flip-flops as storage elements. This makes them fundamental
building blocks in digital electronics systems, including computers and communication
devices. For along time research activities have been carried out to create all-optical logic
circuits which would ultimately lead to creation of a photonic computer, where informa-
tion is stored and processed by optical means. This chapter demonstrates that an ideal
distributed reflector can be used to create a all-optical flip-flop.

The reflection of a short pulse on a distributed reflector is a rectangular pulse (fig-
ure 5.4a). If two consecutive in-phase pulses are sent on the reflector their reflections
will overlap, creating a reflection with amplitude twice as large (figure 5.4b). If the phase
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Figure 5.4: Pulse reflection from a distributed reflector. a) Single pulse produces rectangular re-
flection; b) Reflections from two consecutive pulses sum up intro a reflection with
double amplitude; c) Reflections from two pulses with opposite phases cancel each
other.

of the second pulse is shifted by 7, two reflections will be out of phase, cancelling each
other (figure 5.4c). Thus, a flip-flop can be created: one short pulse is used to switch it on,
while turning off is achieved with another pulse with an opposite phase. The maximum
storage time is given by the length of the reflector, while the switching time is given by
the duration of the control pulses. This makes BDG’s very attractive for this application
as their length can potentially reach tens or even hundreds of metres.

5.2.1 Experimental setup

An experimental setup for the demonstration of an all-optical flip-flop is shown on fig-
ure 5.5 and it consists of two main parts. The first one is used to generate the BDG along
a PM fibre. The output of a DFB laser, polarised along x-axis, is split into two branches
with a coupler®. The light in the top branch corresponds to pump 2; it gets amplified by
an EDFA to a power level of ~25 dB and is launched into a 20 m long PM fibre.

> All of the components of the setup are polarisation-maintaining unless specified otherwise
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Figure 5.5: Experimental setup for the flip-flop experiment

In the bottom branch the light passes through an electro-optic modulator (EOM)
driven by an RF generator with frequency corresponding to the Brillouin frequency of
the PM fibre; thus, a two side-band pump 1 is generated. The side-bands are amplified by
an EDFA to reach a power similar to pump 2 (the powers were tuned during the exper-
iment to avoid nonlinearities, depletion, and other detrimental effects) and is launched
into the PM fibre through a polarisation-dependent splitter. Note, that since pump 1 con-
tains two spectral components, two gratings are generated inside the fibre, their resonant
frequencies are separated by the double of the Brillouin frequency shift of the fibre, and
either of the gratings can be used in the experiment.

In the second part of the experimental setup the probe wave is generated. The fre-
quency of another DFB laser is tuned to match the resonant frequency of one of the BDG’s
in y-polarisation. Its output passes through an EOM driven by a pulse generator, ampli-
fied by an EDFA, and sent into the PM fibre through the polarisation splitter that aligns
the polarisation of the probe along the y-axis. The signal reflected from the BDG is fil-
tered on a fibre Bragg grating and is sent on a photodetector with a 5 GHz bandwidth
connected to an oscilloscope.

Figure 5.6 shows the spectrum measured at the entrance of the FBG filter in the de-
tection system. We can see a strong component of pump 2 which leaks into detection due
to a cross-talk between two polarisations. The Rayleigh scattering is observed for two
side-lobes of pump 1 and the probe. Yet, the probe and the reflection are well separated
spectrally from pump waves which makes it easy to use an FBG to filter out everything
but the reflection.
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Figure 5.6: Measured spectrum of optical waves participating in the BDG experiment

5.2.2 Reflection of two pulses

Since two pulses are required to create a flip-flop it is necessary to calculate the signal that
would be given by the interference of two pulses separated by At,,. Let’s consider both
pulses belonging to the same optical wave: A, | = A, 5 = Ap,,.. We will also assume the
pulses to be short enough to ignore the birefringence variation within their size - this way
we can apply equation (5.31) to find the sum of two reflections:

Ar,sum(t) = Ar(z = O,t) + Ar(z =0,7- Atp)

i O AT () 4 ib(t-AL,) (5.32)
=—jgaQ Apr2n (e +e ) .
Using a simple formula for the sum of two complex exponents:
ia ib jatb a—-b
el +e?’ =22 cos ( 5 ) , (5.33)
it can be rewritten:
.. cT (1) + (1 - Aty) p(t) - o(t - Aty)
Ar,surn =-792Q Apr2_ exp|J = ) cos P
n 2 2 (5.34)
. * CcT ¢(t) + (b(t - Atp) A¢(t, Atp) .
==J92Q A - exp|J 5 cos|——— |
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where A¢(t, At,) is the phase mismatch accumulated between the two points of reflec-
tion, which can be found using equation (5.30):

ot c(thtp) ot
Aqb(t,Atp):2fAk(§)d§—2/Ak:(§)d§:2fAk(§)d§. (5.35)
0 0 c(t-Aty)

2n

In a uniform fibre without variations in birefringence the wave vector mismatch Ak
is constant along the fibre; thus, this phase mismatch can be significantly simplified:

cAt,
Ap(t,At,) = Ak, (5.36)
n
or, in terms of Aw, the frequency mismatch between the probe and the BDG peak:
A¢(t) = AwAt, . (5.37)

Which gives the equation for the intensity of the reflection:

2 2
C T
I qum = g§|Q|2lpr—4n2 cos®(AwAL,), (5.38)

using equation (5.5) for the acoustic wave amplitude, it can be rewritten:

2_2

2 2
I qum = 91_9221p1]p21pr0_7'2 cosz(AwAtp) : (5.39)
7 ICal 4n

In order to check the birefringence uniformity of the 20 m PM fibre, two consecutive
pulses were used to probe the BDG. The pulses were separated by 3 ns and their dura-
tion was set to the minimum available value of 350 ps. Figure 5.7a shows the measured
reflection - the interference between reflections of two pulses. The signal shows strong
oscillations, meaning that a phase shift of 7 can be accumulated within a back-and-forth
propagation through a 30 cm section of fibre (given by the 3 ns separation between two
pulses). The drop in the reflection intensity along the fibre can be explained by the deple-
tion of pump 1 due to it’s Brillouin interaction with pump 2.

To verify that the oscillations are indeed given by the variations of the birefringence,
the experiment was repeated with the two ends of the PM fibre swapped (the beginning
became the end and vice versa). The measured reflection intensity is shown on figure 5.7b,
with the time inversed for an easier comparison with the first measurement. Two inter-
ference pattens match each other well, proving that the reason behind them is indeed the
variations within the fibre.
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Figure 5.7: Reflection for two 350 ps pulses separated by 3 ns for direct (top) and reversed (bottom)
fibre connection. The signal for the reversed fibre connection was reflected horizon-
tally for a better comparison.

In fact, this interference pattern of the two pulse reflection can be used to determine
the birefringence variation along the fibre. To do that the reflections was measured while
varying the probe wave frequency for the minimum available pulse separation of 2 ns.
The results of the measurement are shown on figure 5.8a, where each row corresponds to
a trace similar to those on figure 5.7.

It can be seen that as the frequency of the probe changes, the reflection intensity at a
given point goes from the maximum value to the minimum and back again. This happens
because frequency detuning dw introduces a change in wave vector mismatch:

ok = due , (5.40)
n
which according to equation (5.35) introduces an additional phase mismatch between
two reflections:
do(t, At,) = dwAt,. (5.41)
If one tracks the change in dw along the interference maxima (or minima) it would be
equivalent to solving equation A¢(t, At,) + ¢ = const or finding the frequency detun-
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Figure 5.8: Measuring birefringence variation along the 20 m fibre. a) Dependence of reflected
signal on frequency change; b) Extracted frequency detuning along the fibre and the
corresponding birefringence variation.

ing that compensates for the birefringence variation:

ct

2n
Sw(t) = -~ f Ak(€) A€ + 2, (5.42)
Atp c(t-At)
2n

where m is an integer number. It can be easily seen that the integral term corresponds to
the average wave vector mismatch within the pulse separation. The change in the wave
vector mismatch can be linked to the change of fibre’s birefringence, allowing us to know
how it varies along the fibre.

Fitting all the observable maxima/minima and combining the results it was possi-
ble to extract the dw required to compensate for the birefringence variation along the
fibre. It is shown on figure 5.8b along with the corresponding variation of birefringence
(ny—ny)/n,. The birefringence change of +2 x 107 corresponds to a 1 % variation over
the average birefringence of 2 x 10™*. An estimation shows that for an acceptable perfor-
mance the birefringence uniformity has to be improved tenfold, reducing the variations
in the interference intensity down to 1 %.

Due to this strong nonuniformity of the fibre, further experiments were done using a
1 m long fibre - the pigtail of the polarisation combiner — which was found to be uniform
enough. A phase modulator was added into the setup in order to change the phase of the
second probe pulse by 7 as shown on figure 5.9. Measurements were done varying the
separation between two pulses with and without the phase modulation. With the phase
modulation turned off, two reflections arrive in phase showing positive interference (grey
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Figure 5.9: Generation of probe pulses with opposite phases
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Figure 5.10: Flip-flop (black) and integrator (grey) operation in a 1 m patchcord for a pulse sepa-
ration of: a) 3.5ns; b) 5ns; ¢) 6.5 ns. The first section of the signal corresponds to the
reflection of the first pulse, the second to the destructive or constructive interference
of two reflections.

lines on figure 5.10a-c); when the phase of the second pulse is changed by 7 two reflections
arrive with opposite phases and cancel each other, showing the desired flip-flop operation
(black lines on figure 5.10a-c)®.

The previously observed change in phase shift between two reflections due to fre-
quency tuning can be used to switch the system from integrator to flip-flop regime with-
out using the phase modulator. In order to verify it the interference between the two
reflections was measured depending on the frequency detuning and the pulse separation;
the measurement results for the pulse separation of 2 ns, 4 ns and 7 ns are shown on fig-
ure 5.11. Afterwards, the intensity was predicted using equation (5.39). Figure 5.12 shows
all the measured data (each row corresponds to a measurement similar to the measure-
ments shown on figure 5.11) as well as the theoretically predicted response. A good match
can be seen between the measurement and the modelling, with some discrepancies due to

SThe drop in the flip-flop signal on figure 5.10c was caused by the frequency instability of the used lasers,
leading to a change of experimental conditions between the two measurements.

78



5.2. Flip-flop

a b d

5 1.0 1.0 1.0

©

2 08 0.8 0.8

2

o 06 0.6 0.6

£

5 0.4 0.4 0.4

g 02 0.2 0.2

(=

[J]

o 0 0
—-200 0 200 —-200 0 200 —-200 0 200
Frequency detuning, MHz Frequency detuning, MHz Frequency detuning, MHz

Figure 5.11: Intensity of the interference between two reflections depending on frequency detun-
ing from the BDG peak for pulse separation of 2 ns, 4 ns and 7 ns.
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Figure 5.12: a) Measured and b) theoretically predicted reflection intensity depending on the
probe’s detuning from the peak of the BDG and the time separation between two
pulses

the frequency instability of the lasers used in the experiment. It can be clearly seen that the
system goes from integrator to the flip-flop operation and back again by simple detuning
with the condition of flip-flop operation given by hyperbolas A¢ = AwAtL, = (2m +1)7.

Another way of generating two optical pulses would be splitting the pulse, delaying
one copy, and recombining the two — as shown on figure 5.13. During the preliminary
experiments it was found that the optical delay line rotates the light polarisation despite
having a PM input-output fibre. To compensate for it an SMF optical circulator had to be
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Figure 5.13: Generating two pulses with an optical delay line. The area in the grey rectangular
contains a non-PM circulator and two polarisation controllers (PC).

used along with two polarisation controllers.

For this way of generating a double pulse the second probe pulse doesn’t have the
same complex amplitude as the first one - it contains a phase term given by the temporal
delay:

Appg = Ape?miie, (5.43)

To find the amplitude of the reflected wave we can write the equivalent of equation (5.32):
Argum = §92Q  ApyT (€j¢(t) n ej(b(t—Atp)ejwprAtp) . (5.44)

Thus, the cosine term in equation (5.34) will be changed to:

cos (qﬁ(t) - o(t-At,) - wprAtp) - cos ( (wWpr = wgr)Atp - wprAtp)
2 2
= cos (—wgrAtp) )
2

The sum of the pulses reflections becomes independent on the probe’s frequency; at the
same time it becomes highly dependent on the pulse separation.

There is an intuitive explanation for the difference in system’s behaviour for two meth-
ods of double pulse generation. The frequency dependent phase shift between reflections
of two pulses originates from time delay between two reflections w,, At,. When two
pulses are generated with a delay line the second pulse gets delayed by At and, there-
fore, accumulates exactly the same phase shift w, At,,. These two phase shifts cancel
each other making the system (theoretically) independent of the probe’s frequency.

Using a tunable optical delay line, the intensity of the double pulse reflection was
measured while varying the pulse separation with a 1 fs step; the results of this measure-
ment are shown on figure 5.14a. Oscillations with an average period of approximately

(5.45)
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Figure 5.14: Reflection intensity for two pulses generated via an optical delay line depending on
a) pulse separation and b) frequency detuning (dashed grey line is the reflection of
two electrically generated pulses under the same conditions)

5fs can be clearly observed, matching the expected value of 1/193 THz = 5.2fs for the
wavelength of 1555 nm. The irregularities in the oscillation shape can be explained by the
properties of the delay line, which has the accuracy and the repeatability of 10 fs both.
The frequency of the probe wave was varied to check whether the reflection intensity
depends on it. The results are shown on figure 5.14b along with the results obtained for a
pair of pulses generated using the double pulse generator. It can be seen the dependence
is still observable, though less than for the previous measurement. A possible explana-
tion for this dependence would be a frequency dependency of the pulse separation. The
fibre dispersion is not high enough to introduce such a strong dependence - a 2 ns pulse
separation corresponds to a 0.4 m difference in optical path; in an optical fibre with the
dispersion of 17 pskm™ nm™" with frequency tuning over 500 MHz it provides a delay

of:

500 MH
0At, =17ps km ' nm ™! x 0.4m x 1555 anTHZZ ~0.031fs, (5.46)

while a delay of 2.5 fs is required to go from the maximum reflection to zero. However,
as it was mentioned before, the optical delay line rotates the polarisation, meaning that a
combination of x- and y-polarised light can propagate in its PM pigtail. This can poten-
tially lead to the part of the pulse being delayed affecting the reflection.

Opverall, generation of two pulses directly in an intensity modulator is more attractive
- the pulse separation can be changed easily in broad range, without being limited to the
delay line range, while the system remains in the flip-flop mode (as long as the probe is
tuned to the peak of the BDG).
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5.3 Spectral properties of dynamic Brillouin gratings

Brillouin dynamic gratings can be used not only to process signals in time domain but
in the spectral domain as well. By changing the wavelength of the pumps it is possible
to tune the wavelength of the BDG, same can be done with the spectral shape. This sec-
tion is dedicated to researching the spectral characteristics of BDG’s and finding possible
applications for them; for simplicity we are going to consider only uniform gratings.

5.3.1 Reflection spectrum of a BDG

To begin with we need to find the expected reflection spectrum of a uniform grating, the
starting point for it is equation (5.25) rewritten for zy = 0:

L &
4,0) = j9:Q" Ape [ exp| i [ 22K(C)dC | e (5.47)
0 0
For a uniform grating it is easy to solve:
L
4,0) = j9:Q" Ape [ exp(j2Ak) d
0
. x, exp(j2AkL)-1
=199 Ape =51, (5.48)
JAKL —JAKL
_ * 4 JAKL€ - €
]92Q pr€ jQAk

= jng*AprejAkL sinc(AkKL)L.

It can be rewritten for the intensity, using equation (5.5) for the acoustic wave amplitude:

2 2
= I 5T sinc?(ARL)L?, (5.49)

I =
ICal?

r

Reflection from a BDG was measured while varying the probe frequency. The result-
ing reflection spectrum is shown on figure 5.15a along with the predicted sinc? depen-
dence. The first zero of the sinc function is positioned at 112 MHz which is equivalent to
the wave vector mismatch:

2mn

Ak = 112MHz = 3.38m™!. (5.50)

o
Given that for the first zero of sinc function AkL = m, the expected length of the fibre is
equal to 0.93 m which is in a good agreement with the approximately known fibre length
of I m.
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Figure 5.15: Reflection spectrum of a BDG generated in a 1 m long fibre: measured (blue line) and
theoretically predicted (grey line)

Figure 5.15b shows a more detailed comparison between the measured and the theo-
retically predicted reflection spectrum,; it is evident on this scale that the predicted spec-
trum does not match well with the measurement. This distortion can be easily attributed
to the nonuniformity of the fibre’s birefringence.

5.3.2 Dynamic grating with multiple spectral lines

The next step was to generate a BDG with multiple spectral lines by altering the pump
waves. A modulator was positioned right after the laser used to create two pump waves
and it was driven by an arbitrary waveform generator (AWG). During the experiment the
AWG was set to produce one or several tones, generating side bands in the pump waves
spectra.

The first experiment was performed to observe a BDG with well-separated spectral
lines; a line separation of 224 MHz was chosen, corresponding to the second zero of the
sinc-shaped reflection spectrum. Three measurements were performed: without modu-
lating the pump, modulating it with a single 224 MHz tone (three spectral lines, including
the carrier), and with a double-tone modulation with 224 MHz and 448 MHz (five spec-
tral lines). Measured reflection spectra are shown on figure 5.16a-c. The multiple reflec-
tion lines are separated well enough not to interact with each other and their intensities
are fairly uniform (less than 5 % variation).

One thing to be noted is that the reflection of each line decreases quadratically with
the number of lines, it can be seen that in comparison to a single line (figure 5.16a) the
reflection of each line is approximately 9 times lower for three lines (figure 5.16b) and
25 times for five (figure 5.16a-b). This can be easily explained: first, the EDFA’s used to
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Figure 5.16: Reflection spectrum of a BDG created with pumps consisting of a) single spectral
line; b) three lines with 224 MHz spacing; c) five lines with 224 MHz spacing

amplify pump waves work in saturation, i.e. their output power is constant. This power
is spread over multiple spectral lines, meaning that the power of each is inversely pro-
portional to the number of lines. Second, by looking at equation (5.49) for the reflection
intensity we can see that it is proportional to the product of intensities of pump waves,
therefore reflection intensity from each spectral line of the grating is inversely propor-
tional to the square of the number of lines.

The next step was to decrease the separation between the spectral lines, combining
them into a rectangular filter. The first experiment was done modulating the pumps with
a single 112 MHz tone, corresponding to the first zero of the sinc-shaped spectrum of
each grating. Figure 5.17a shows the resulting reflection spectrum; it is far from being
uniform and symmetric. The central part consists of three overlapping lines which sepa-
ration does not correspond to 112 MHz due to the manner the sinc-shaped spectra inter-
fere with each other; the same interference produces strong side-lobes. The asymmetry
of the spectrum originates from the asymmetry of each line’s sinc-spectrum. It should
be noted that the shape of the reflection spectrum highly depends on the separation be-
tween spectral lines; for example, for the separation of 108 MHz a fairly good reflection
spectrum was observed, with a relatively flat top and suppressed side-lobes.

The experiment was repeated for pumps containing seven spectral lines; reflection
spectrum was observed while varying the separation between spectral lines, and for the
value of 110 MHz a fairly rectangular reflection with a single pair of side-bands was ob-
served (figure 5.18a). Once again, the reflection spectrum strongly depended on the
spectral separation — a change of 1 MHz in line separation completely distorted the spec-
trum (figure 5.18b). Note that four equidistant spectral lines are observed despite an odd
(seven) number of spectral lines in the pump spectra. This further signifies the fact that
combining multiple lines together is not an easy task and a further research has to be done
to find a reliable way of getting a good reflection spectrum.

84



5.3. Spectral properties of dynamic Brillouin gratings

a b
3.0 3.0
5 25 5 25
© ©
220 220
2 2
[ [
£ 15 £1°
c c
2 1.0 210
|9} |9}
< <
3 05 ¢ 05
oc oc
0 - - * 0
-200 0 200 —-200 0 200
Frequency detuning, MHz Frequency detuning, MHz

Figure 5.17: Reflection spectrum of a BDG created with pumps consisting of three lines with spac-
ing of a) 112 MHz; b) 108 MHz
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Figure 5.18: Reflection spectrum of a BDG created with pumps consisting of seven lines with spac-
ing of a) 110 MHz; b) 109 MHz
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Figure 5.19: Fibre configuration used in the experiment

5.3.3 Dynamic gratings in multiple fibres

A potential problem may arise while conducting experiments with an experimental setup
consisting of several fibre types. In all the previous experiments the output pigtail of the
polarisation combiner was used as a 1 m long medium for BDG. However, it is followed by
the pigtail of an optical isolator which can potentially be made of a different fibre. These
fibres will be called fibre 1 and fibre 2 as shown on figure 5.19.

Indeed, once the frequency tuning range was expanded we could observe a second
BDG, generated in fibre 2, as seen on figure 5.20a. The difference between resonant fre-
quencies of two BDG’s is equal to 2 GHz, which corresponds to a 5 % difference in bire-
fringence between the two fibres. When pump waves with broad spectra are used, the
spectra of two BDG can get even closer as on figure 5.20b where pump waves consist of
three lines separated by 400 MHz. For a smaller difference in birefringence, or broader
pump spectra, the two gratings may start overlapping making reflections from them in-
terfere.

A fairly simple solution to this problem has been proposed - to rotate the fibre used
as a BDG medium by 90°, swapping the x- and the y-axes. This transformation changes
the sign of the birefringence, positioning the resonant frequency of the BDG on the other
side of the pump line. A section of a PM fibre was spliced rotated by 90° and the reflec-
tion spectrum was measured for the BDG’s generated inside this fibre. Figure 5.21 shows
the obtained spectrum (black line) and the previously obtained spectrum from the po-
larisation combiner’s pigtail (grey line). We can see that the reflection peak of the BDG
in the rotated fibre is positioned on the other side of the pump line isolating it from the
influence of BDG’s generated in other, normally aligned fibres. We can also see that the
frequency separation between the pump and the BDG is different for two fibres due to
different birefringence values.
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Figure 5.20: Reflection spectrum of BDG’s generated in two consecutive fibres with pumps con-
sisting of a) single spectral line; b) three lines with 400 MHz spacing
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Figure 5.21: Reflection spectra for BDG generated in normal fibre (grey line) and a fibre spliced
with a 90° rotation (black line)
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5.4 Discussion

The theoretical model of Brillouin dynamic gratings presented in section 5.1 and ex-
panded in following sections is experimentally verified. It means that the simplification
of non-dispersive medium (leading to equality between the phase and group refractive
index) holds under the experimental conditions. The presented model can be used to
predict properties of Brillouin dynamic gratings and behaviour of systems that utilise
them, making it easier to design further experiments.

Section 5.2 presents an all-optical flip-flop based on a 1 m long BDG, which corre-
sponds to a maximum storage time of 10 ns showing that the application BDG's in this
area is promising. The 1 m limitation is given by the birefringence uniformity in available
PM fibres; and with a tenfold improvement in uniformity the distance can be extended
to tens or even hundreds of metres. This will open a possibility to flip-flop operation over
hundreds of nanoseconds or even several microseconds.

Section 5.3 dedicated to the spectral properties of BDG’s shows that the spectrum
of a dynamic grating can be manipulated by changing the spectra of pump waves. It is
experimentally demonstrated that dynamic gratings with multiple spectral lines can be
created by simply modulating pump waves with single or multiple tones. This allows
for creation of dynamically tuned optical filters (or microwave filters, since a microwave
signal can be carried by an optical wave). At the same time, creating a BDG with a broad
flat spectrum proves to be a more difficult task due to the interference between spectra
of each grating. The presented results are merely a preliminary work; further research
activities are required to study the spectral properties of BDG’s in detail, create a model
that allows for designing of optical filters, and to apply this knowledge in practice to create
arbitrarily shaped filters.
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Conclusions and perspectives

Looking back at years of research it is possible to see which activities were fruitful and
which became a dead end, even if attracting a lot of attention at early stages. Without
having the power of hindsight, looking forward and trying to determine which directions
should be taken in future is a risky task. Still, I am going to make an attempt in it and
show my view on the future of Brillouin dynamic gratings research by extrapolating my
personal experience. I will begin with sensing applications.

Observations show that since 2008 the number of points in state-of-the-are Brillouin
sensors has doubled on average every 1.5 years, figure C.1 shows this evolution. High-
lighted points correspond to the results obtained during this thesis — phase-correlation
technique quickly overcame other techniques in term on the number of resolved points,
setting one record after another.
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Figure C.1: Growth of the number of points measured by distributed Brillouin fibre sensors. High-
lighted are the results obtained during this thesis.

89



CONCLUSIONS AND PERSPECTIVES

A further increase in the number of resolved points is going to be difficult. When it
comes to the distance, a two-fold increase from 17.5 km to 35 km would reduce the signal-
to-noise ratio (SNR) by 7 dB which has to be somehow compensated for. On a bright
side, any technique applicable to classic BOTDA setups can be readily applied to time-
gated phase-correlation technique: e.g. Raman amplification and intensity pulse coding.
The latter was already shown to be effective [60] — a 1112 bits long code allowed for a
measurement over a 2.2 km long fibre with 2 cm resolution with the measurement time
of 25 s (assuming zero latency of equipment).

Improving the spatial resolution is not an easier task. High spatial resolution requires
pump and signal waves to have broad spectra which makes it impossible to separate them
in detection without introducing significant distortion and, thus, decreasing the signal-
to-noise ratio. It means that while improving the spatial resolution is possible [61] it will
be hardly possible to improve the number of points this way.

At this stage a more desirable direction of improvement would be the measurement
time. In its current state the demonstrated setup would require 14 hours to address all
the 2 100 000 points (assuming zero latency of equipment). Even though for a given dis-
tance the measurement time scales cubically with the number of resolved points, a mea-
surement of “just” 1 000 000 points would still require 1.5 hours. However, unlike sensing
distance, measurement time scales quadratically with SNR. The above-mentioned 7 dB
(5 times) improvement in SNR, required to double the sensing distance, can be used in-
stead to speed up the measurement by a factor 25.

Even with a short measurement time, presently there is not much potential applica-
tion for high spatial resolution sensing at these distances outside of the lab environment.
There is a demand in oil industry for sensors with sensing range of 5-10 km with the
spatial resolution of 10-20 cm. Yet, even at short distances this technique would be too
expensive and complicated to be economically feasible, meaning that it will not leave
the lab in near future, if ever. Meanwhile it will remain a very useful tool for a detailed
measurement of Brillouin scattering properties of new devices, e.g. tapered fibres or mi-
crowires.

As for BDG’ in polarisation maintaining fibres, one of the limiting factors for their
application is the non-uniformity of fibres’ birefringence. For most of the applications of
PM fibres this uniformity is not important (as long as the linear polarisation is preserved
along the fibre), that's why it is not necessary for fibre manufacturers to control this pa-
rameter. Improving the birefringence uniformity by one order of magnitude would make
it possible to use BDG’s of tens of metres long to create all optical flip-flops with storage
time of hundreds of nanoseconds. Achieving this level of uniformity would require mod-
elling of processes involved during the fibre cooling and a strong cooperation with fibre
manufacturers. Objectively, I have to admit that creation of a bulk flip-flop system will
not justify this amount of work; especially since it can be potentially replaced by a minia-
ture silicon-on-chip device.
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On the other hand, manipulating the spectrum of a dynamic grating is something
that should be researched deeper as this application does not require long fibres. BDG’s
with arbitrary spectra can be used for filtering of optical signals, microwave photonics ap-
plications, or dispersion compensation (since the properties of dynamic gratings depend
on the phases of the waves that generate them).

Lately, very impressive results were obtained, showing how Brillouin scattering effi-
ciency is drastically increased in nanoscale silicon wires [64-67] (once can also read two
overviews of the work done in this field [68, 69]). These results show an at least three
order of magnitude improvement in linear Brillouin gain in comparison with optical fi-
bres. It means that several metres of an optical fibre can be potentially replaced with an
optical nanowire with a length of several millimetres. Brillouin dynamic gratings have
been already demonstrated in a photonic chip with a 4 um width [70], opening the door
for further work.

In conclusion, there is a lot of research to be done in Brillouin dynamic gratings field.
This technique is 7 years old with only a handful of research groups working on it. As
it was shown in this work, generation and read-out of BDG’s can be modelled match-
ing experimentally obtained results, meaning that feasibility of new ideas can be checked
numerically before proceeding with experimental work.
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Appendix A

Correlation peak shape derivation

In order to find the force driving the acoustic wave in phase-correlated sensing technique
one has to find the time average term in the right part of equation (2.10):

Dyt < <€j7r[fPRBS(t+tp(z))_fPRBS(t+ts(z))]) ) (A.1)

In order to do that it is necessary to find the behaviour of the differential term of the
exponent’s argument:

ferns (t+1,(2)) = ferps (t +t5(2)) , (A.2)
or, making a substitution ¢ +¢,(z) — t and t,(2) — t,(z) — At:
frras () — forps (t + At) . (A.3)

Let’s remember definitions of IT (¢) and fprpg (t) given by equations (2.1) and (2.2)

0 [t[>1p
)=yl [t|=1/ . (A.4)
L ftl<1h
Serns (t) = X &I ((t = qTi ) [Thit) (A.5)
q

Let’s rewrite equation (A.2) using the definition of fprps:

ferps (t) — ferps (8 + At) = > & TT((t - qThie)/Toit)
I (A.6)
=2 &I ((t = T + AL) [ Trgy) -
q
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A. CORRELATION PEAK SHAPE DERIVATION

We can separate At into an integer number of 7};; and the remainder:
At = (k+a)Thy , (A7)

where £ is an integer number and « € [0,1). Using this definition and making a substi-
tution 7 = ¢/T},;; one can rewrite equation (A.6):

Serps (£) = ferps (E+ AL) = Y & TI(T-q) - D &M (T—q+k+a).  (A8)
q q
It is easy to see that 3, £, T (7 — g+ k + ) = X, &1 L1 (T — ¢ + @), thus we can write:

Y U(r—-q) =Y {U(T-qg+k+a)
i ’ (A.9)
zzqu(T_q)_Z£q+k;H(T_q+OZ) .

q q

Using equation (A.4) - the definition of the rectangular function - one can calculate
EqIL(T = q) = &g IL (T — ¢ + ) (see figure A.1 for the explanation):

0 T<q+lh-a,7>q+1)
~Egek Te(q-1p-a,q-1p)
§q—Cgur TE(@-,q+ 1 - )
& Te(g+1lp-a,q+1))

qu(T_q)_§q+kH(7—_q+a): (A.10)

Note that 1/, values of rectangular function at its edges are ignored as they will not matter
once the final answer is integrated to find the average value. Three nonzero terms can be
written in form of rectangular functions:

qu(T—Q)_§q+kH(T—q+a):(fq_&ﬁk)ﬂ(%—(jé/z)

(A.11)
(T—q+ah—1&) T—q+ab+1b).
(0%

+£q1‘[ -

- §q+kH(

Note that in special case of @ = 0 two last terms disappear, as they would represent rect-
angular functions with zero width. For nonzero « they can be combined together:

(T—q+ah—1b)

T-q+ap+ 1)
[0

- §q+kH(
(T—q+ab+1b)

&g 11

= gq—l II

— « 1
—5q+kn(7 AL /2)

:@ml_QMJH(z;gngijg).(Aiﬂ
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Figure A.1: Subtraction of two rectangular functions positioned at ¢ and g — « with amplitudes &,
and &, respectively. a) Two rectangular functions; b) Resulting difference as three

rectangular functions.

Leading to to the final equation for the phase difference:

Jeras (t) = ferps (t + (k + ) Thy)
= Z(fq - €q+k) IT (%_07/2) + Z(gq—l _£q+k) II (%“/2-’-1/2) . (A-13)
q q

Two sums represent two sets of rectangular functions interleaved with each other as
shown on figure A.2. Since &, is a pseudo-random sequence, two items &, and £, are
completely uncorrelated with each other unless k£ = m Ny, an integer number of PRBS

lengths:

0 k=mNpys, meZ
gq - £q+k = .bltS ) (A.14)
rand{0,+1} otherwise
or, once used as an argument of a complex exponential function:
oI (Eq~Eqer) _ {1 ko= mNyis,m € 2. (A.15)

rand{-1,1} otherwise

It means that outside of the correlation peak, forces that drive the acoustic wave av-
erage out to zero. Let’s find how they behave within the correlation peak. Note, that two
cases in equation (A.13) correspond to the correlation peak: k& = mVy ;4 for the first sum
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A. CORRELATION PEAK SHAPE DERIVATION
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Figure A.2: Force driving an acoustic wave within a correlation peak for two values of .. Note
that the average value of the force decreases

y forces
1 P averaging
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. averaging ] ] ] ]

1 a t

Figure A.3: Averaged force depending on distance from the correlation peak centre

and k = mNyp; — 1 for the second. The two represent two sides of the correlation peak,
thus we can consider only the first one, knowing that the second one will give a symmetric
solution.

Let’s rewrite the term to be averaged in equation (A.1) using equations (A.13) and (A.15):

ejﬂ'[fPRBS(t"'tp(Z))_fPRBS(t"'ts(Z))]
=exp(jw[2(£q—sq+k)n(%‘:‘/2)
q
- 1
+Z(€q_1—£q+k)H(T Q+Z/2+ /2)]). (A.16)
q

Figure A.2 shows how it behaves in time for two values of «, along with the averaged value.
We can see that the average value of this term is given the average of the rectangular pulse
train and it is equal to 1 — « (see figure A.3) which gives a triangular shape of correlation
peak.
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Appendix B

Solving the differential equation for
dynamic grating reflection

Solving equation (5.24) for reflection from a Brillouin dynamic grating is pretty straight-
forward. Starting with the original equation:

JAk(2)AL(2) + %Z(Z) = —jg2Q" Apr exp (Jf Ak(f)dé) , (B.1)
using the following substitutions:
f(2) = jAk(2), (B.2)
8(2) = j [ Ak(€) de. (8.3)
c= —;ng*Apr, (B.4)

we can rewrite the original equation:

(2)4,(2) + 222 < coxpla2)). ®5)

Let’s multiply both sides by exp ([ f(2) dz):

[f(z)exp(/f(z)dz)]Ar(z)+exp(ff(z)dz)%z(:z)
:cexp(g(z)+ff(z)dz)_ (B.6)
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SOLVING THE DIFFERENTIAL EQUATION FOR DYNAMIC GRATING REFLECTION

Making a substitution:

f(2) exp(/f(z) dz) = % [exp(ff(z) dz)] , (B.7)

equation (B.6) will become:

j—z[exp( /[ f(Z)dz)]Ar(z)+exp( (1) dz) afgz(jz)
:ceXp(g(z)+ff(z)dz). (B.8)

Applying the reverse product rule a% + 3 ‘é—i‘ = (?—z (aB):
d
5 [exp (/ f(z) dz) Ar(z)] = cexp (g(z) + / f(2) dz) . (B.9)
z

Let’s introduce the integral of f(z):
f f(z)dz = F(2) + ky | (B.10)

and integrate equation (B.9) from 2 to z + L, where L is the length of the grating:

zO+Ld zo+L
/ — [eF(Z)+k1Ar(z)] dz = / e8I FGEL g, (B.11)
dz
20 20
zo+L
PG DIk g (o + L) — eFG0)tRi A (20) = f ce8HEER g, (B.12)
20

Considering that reflected signal is nonexistent at the end of the grating A, (zo + L) = 0:

zo+L
PGt g () = — f B F©)+kr g, (B.13)

20

We can rewrite equation (B.10) for F in form of a definite integral:
F(2)-F(z) = /jAk:(z) dz. (B.14)
20
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Solving the differential equation for dynamic grating reflection

Function F(z) represents the phase shift accumulated while propagating along the grat-
ing. Since at the beginning of the grating phase shift F'(z,) is equal to zero:

F(2)= [ jak(©)de, (8.15)
20
exactly the same as equation (B.3) for g. This allows for rewriting equation (B.13):
zg+L
A(z) = —fcng(z) dz. (B.16)
20

Reverting back to original variables given by equations (B.2)-(B.4) the final solution
is obtained:

zo+L z
A4(20) = j9:Q" Ape [ exp (j / 2Ak(£)d€)dz- (8.17)

20
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